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Zero Tolerance Is Zora Neale Hurston Festival Kicks Black State
legislators
Needed---------------- Off In Central Florida
Gather For Town
Hall Meeting —

The festival lineup will feature Dr. Maya Angelou, Nikki Giovanni and Isaac Hayes.

Mayor Rick Baker
The citizens of St.
Petersburg are appalled by
the disturbing acts of vio
lence, by disrespectful
juveniles as well as adults
at the beautiful downtown
BayWalk. It is grossly
shameful to witness such
disrespect
of vulgar,
obscene and violent behav
ior.
Our community stands
firmly behind Mayor Rick
Baker, his deputy mayors,
the police department and
our council to step up laws
and ordinances to rid our
city of barbaric acts of cru
elty, savagery, and uncul
tured, marked by brutality
and uncivilized, unrefined

behavior.
These elements cannot
be soft-pedaled and left to
dismantle all the hard work
and struggles of store
keepers, residents, and vis
itors. Zero tolerance is
sorely needed because vio
lence will also dismantle a

needed Boys and Girls
Club with the insurgenCe
of guns and drugs.
In the Japanese cul
ture, violence and disre
spect are not tolerated by
juveniles. They are taken
to work cqmps that
enforces obedience to law
and authorities, enforces
respect of person, property,
and privacy, enforces hard
work and education along
with skills. They are also
socialized to be concerned
for others as themselves
along with teamwork and
pride of being the best citi
zen that they can. We will
not cave-in fowythMg less
than being a respectful cit
izen.
Thank you, Mayor
Rick Baker.
From the desk of
The Weekly Challenger

(Community forums
on BayWalk incident - see
page 7).

EATONVILLE, Fla. From Jan. 26-30, approxi
mately 50,000 locals and
tourists are expected to
travel throughout Orlando
and the surrounding Cen
tral Florida areas for the
Zora Neale Hurston Festi
val in Eatonville, Fla. - an
event which was named
"One of 25 cultural tourism
success stories" by the
National Trust for Historic
Preservation.
The celebration recog
nizes the legacy of the leg
endary literary figure, Zora
Neale Hurston (18911960), the dominant female
voice of the Harlem
Renaissance, whose home
town- was Eatonville. The
town of 3,000 residents,
located 10 minutes north of
downtown Orlando, hap
pens to be the oldest incor-

porated black municipality
in the U.S. (1887). Today,
this quiet, cozy town is still
home to family members of
Joe Clarke, the man who
started the town as the first
African-American to buy
land there in 1885.
The festival positions
Central Florida as more
than an entertainment
mecca, but as a viable arts
and culture center as well.
In a city where tourists
have more entertainment
options imaginable, cultur
al enthusiasts are choosing
the festival, where the
Orlando Convention and
Visitors Bureau reports
over 80% out-of-town at
tendees come to the Orlan
do area solely for thiS
event.
The festival is a fiveday affair, featuring arts

and humanities lectures,
panel discussions, work
shops and entertainment
events. It culminates with a
weekend street festival
which includes a Heritage
Pavilion, comprised of tra
ditional crafts artists such
as doll makers and wea
vers; a Fine Arts Lane,
which showcases demon
strations from basket wea
vers, printmakers and
sculptors; an Education Pa
vilion where local, regional
and national authors are
present and over 25,000
books are distributed free
of charge to youth visiting
the Words & Voices book
fair; a Children's Corridor,
featuring activities and pro
grams for kids; a Traditions
area, where multi-cultural
stage performances take
place; an international food

court, with foods from
throughout the African
Diaspora and Centerstage,
where national recording
artists perform.
This year, literary
greats Dr. Maya Angelou,
Nikki Giovanni and Amiri
Baraka will be among the
literary figures participat
ing. Dr. Johnnetta Cole,
president of Bennett Col
lege for Women, will deliv
er the event's arts and
humanities lecture. Other
literary figures will also
participate in lectures,
panel discussions and
workshops. Rock and Roll
Hame of Famer and Gram
my-award winning record
ing artist, Isaac Hayes and
Gospel sensation Vickie

Zora
continued on pg. 8

Black Enterprise’ Announces list
Of 75 Most Powerful African
Americans in Corporate America

MIK Internship
Deadline hears.
See page 9
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Featured on the February ‘Black Enterprise’ cover are: (left to right): Rayford
Wilkins Jr., Ann Fudge, Donna A. James, Clarence Otis Jr., Charles E. Phillips
Jr., Paula Madison, Ronald A. Williams.
NEW YORK (PR 15 women-the most to ap there were 12 presidents
NEWSWIRE) - Black pear on similar lists com and two CEOs among the
Enterprise (BE) recently piled by BE. Young & 40 African Americans
announced its list of the 75 Rubicam Brands CEO Ann included in the top tier:
Most Powerful African M. Fudge represents one of Richard D. Parsons, the
Americans in Corporate three female chief execu then-CEO of Dime Savings
"I think African Bank of New York, and
America, as featured in the tives.
American
women have met Clifton R. Wharton Jr.,
February 2005 cover story.
The list, which includes 18 the challenges of corporate CEO of TIAA-CREF.
CEOs (15 men and three America," she says, "and When BE selected the Top
women), was culled from absolutely there is no doubt 50 Blacks in Corporate
the 1,000 largest domestic there will be an African America in 2000, the num
and international corpora American woman running ber of CEOs had grown to
tions traded publicly on the a Fortune 500 company. six. This year, the number
of African American CEOs
U.S. equities markets. The It's going to happen."
In 1988 when BE rose to 18-a 300% increase.
top 75 include representa
tives from a total of 62 named the 25 Hottest Franklin D. Raines, former
companies representing 12 Corporate Managers, the chairman and CEO of
industries.
list was devoid of black Fannie Mae, re-signed his
The full list includes chief executives. By 1993, post shortly after the list

Some progress has been
made for African
Americans in the corpo
rate sector, says ‘Black
Enterprise’ publisher
Earl Graves,
was compiled.
Has progress been
made? "Well yes and no,"
says BE Founder and
Publisher Earl G. Graves
Sr. "While it is true that the
corporate elite identified in
our 2005 list represent a
300% increase over our
1988 list, it is also true that
African Americans still
hold less than 1% of the
tens of thousands of seniorlevel, corporate posts at
America's 1,000 largest
public corporations."
The
18
African

Black
continued on pg. 9

State Rep. Frank Peterman, Jr.
pleaded, "but not with my
by Tracie Reddick
Challenger Correspondent life.”
Tallahassee State Rep.
ST. PETERSBURG Black elected officials Curtis Richardson ex
from across the state lis plained: "Health care in
tened intently to about 200 America is a serious issue.
people gathered at a Town We’ve got seniors who are
Hall meeting last week at trying to make a decision
the downtown Hilton.
as to whether they should
"This is our chance to buy food or pay for their
hear from you so that we medical prescriptions. It
can take the information should never come to
you provide to us back to that.”
Tallahassee,” Miami State
Richardson explained
Rep. Wilbert Holloway that, for the first time,
told the crowd.
Florida now has an Office
Sponsored by the on Minority Health that
Black State Legislators, the has begun to address racial
two-hour event was the and ethnic disparities in
brainchild of the late Doug healthcare.
Jameson, who was a
"We are trying to make
staunch crusader for edu healthcare accessible and
cation and justice among affordable for everyone,”
blacks. St. Petersburg State he said.
One remedy is for leg
Rep. Frank Peterman
spearheaded the regional islators to better monitor
issues conference that will the millions of dollars
also be held in Miami, given to public health
Jacksonville,
Orlando, departments to treat poor
Gainesville and Tallahas citizens, Maria Scruggssee.
Weston demanded.
Event organizers said
She urged legislators
the town hall meetings will to track the outcome of
allow them to tap into the grants that are being doled
pulse of the black commu out to folks who do not
nity.
know how to navigate the
In return, the commu cultural barriers of minori
nity input will set the tone ty communities.
of the 29-member strong
On another note, Chloe
Black Caucus agenda in Coney of the CDC of
the upcoming 2005 legisla Tampa, touted ec<»omic
tive session. St. Petersburg development as a \Vay to
Assistant Police Chief uplift low-income commu
Luke Williams moderated nities. She challenged the
the two-hour event that legislators to make that
began at 6 p.m. last their number one priority.
As the evening drew to
Thursday.
As the long line of res a close, Holloway told the
idents from Manatee, crowd it is not just up to
Pinellas and Hillsborough the Black legislators to
counties formed at the solve the problems that
podium, he reminded them exist in the black commu
to "ask a question as nity.
opposed to making a dis
"We all have a respon
sibility
to take back our
sertation.”
Tia Lassiter set things communities,” he stated.
off by calling for Medicaid "Give us some of the solu
tions. Just like you’re chal
reform.
"I understand you have lenging us, we are chal
to wheel and deal with lenging you to get more
(medical lobbyist),” she involved.”

There is a Reason to Read The WigeJt/v

Challerigej^!
i

*
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It's About The Common Man, Not The
Celebrities! ------------------ -------------- -----by E. LeMav Lathan
A New Visions
Commentary
While watching the tel
evision special "Black
History, Television Shows"
with my family, I learned
things that had never oc
curred to me about some of
my favorite shows.
The program, hosted
by sportscaster James
Brown, featured a panel of
celebrities and activists
who provided incredible
perspectives on the history
of television and black per
formers' roles in it.
I grew up on these old
shows. Growing up largely
without a father figure, I
used to pretend I was a part
of those shows. I heeded
the messages given by the
fathers to their sons and
daughters.
Those shows instilled
principles that I still live by
today. Alternatively, I got
negative messages from
my neighborhood that
tempted me to stray from

where I am today. But I
look at myself as the ex
ception and not the rule.
I don't want my son to
get his role models from
television. Positive role
models should primarily be
found at home or in the
community rather than on
the boob tube.
I want my son to learn
from me, his mother, his
relatives and our friends
and neighbors. Life's les
sons should come from
home and community. We
stress the importance of a
good education to our son
and follow his schoolwork.
His mom gives him a sense
of the nurturing and sensi
tivity towards life. We both
do our part to create a wellrounded individual.
I encourage my son to
look around our neighbor
hood to see how people
conduct themselves as op
posed to the behavior dis
played on "Cops." We want
to give him a sense of com
munity and being a good

the

citizen.

straight

and

narrow.

Without the lessons from
those shows, I firmly be
lieve that I would not be
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DEADLINES
All news items, advertising copy and related art
submitted for publication on Thursday must be
at the office of The Weekly Challenger no later
than 4 p.m. Monday
COLUMNIST’S DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The Challenger
columnists/advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly Challenger. By
publishing such columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any advice or
suggestion expressed.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Submissions to The Weekly Challenger may be
edited for reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All submissions
become the sole property of The Weekly
Challenger. The Weekly Challenger reserves
the right to run all or part of any submission at a
later time. Some submissions may take
precedence due to timeliness or
newsworthiness.

being able to disseminate
the information we see and
hear because they seem to
believe it's their job to
think for us. The sooner
they realize the black com
munity is intuitive and cer
tainly smarter than that, the
better.
Let's teach our children
to watch us. Let's give
them positive messages to
draw upon. Let's clean up
our neighborhoods and
show our kids our pride.
Let's take time to be with
our kids and help them
understand what life means
and that what they are
doing now will be a part of
their lives forever.
How proud would you
be seeing your child gradu
ating from college and hav
ing them tell you that it's
what they learned from you
that really made them suc
cessful?
E. LeMay Lathan is a
member of the black leadeship network Project 21 and
the author of the book The
Black Man's Guide to
Working in a White Man's
World. Comments may be sent
to Project2l@nationalcenter.org.

Unbought And Unbossed
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On the show, Julian
Bond of the NAACP de
scribed how early black

resentative of us all. If
we've/fallen to that level,
we're already lost.
We should make our
children our first responsi
bility. As parents, we take
an unspoken oath to teach,
nourish and protect them
until they can do it them
selves. As Bill Cosby - one
of those trailblazing blacks
on early television - has
recently pointed out, many
black parents seem to have
lost this ability and many
black fathers are largely
non-existent.
As a result, young
black men are running
amok. Yet we still hear that
demeaning roles on televi
Is civil rights leader Julian Bond giving us less
credit than we deserve when it comes to looking
sion are to blame. Are
for role models?
those who escape accepting
actors took demeaning els? Or are we to believe white life?
roles and acted like fools to white kids are smart
We can't blame televi
break the color barrier. enough to differentiate?
sion for the quality of our
Bond has been a civil neighborhoods. It's come
Black viewers, he claimed,
suffered because it forced rights champion almost as from decades of negative
them to accept that blacks long as I've been alive. In role models being allowed
largely acted similarly in this case, however, I think to overrun them. The only
the real world. I understand he's giving us less credit way to reverse it is to be a
his point, but I look at stu than we deserve. It's ludi positive role model and
pid white characters from crous to insist we aren't encourage children to fol
then and now and wonder smart enough to laugh at a low your example.
if white kids feel forced to stupid black man on televi
Our black leaders give
consider them as role mod- sion and know it's not rep- us such little credit for

Marian Wright
Edelman
by Marian Wright Edelman
"Unbought and un
bossed." These words were
Shirley Chisholm’s. trade
mark. They were the title of
her autobiography, and
they described the signa
ture style of this extraordi
nary political trailblazer
who was a champion for
Blacks, women, children,
and the poor. She always
stood for exactly what she
believed in and did things
her own way. When she
passed away on New
Year’s Day, we lost one of
our most courageous and
inspiring leaders.
Shirley Chisholm was
bom in New York City in
1924, the oldest child of
Caribbean immigrants. Her

father was a factory worker
and her mother was a do
mestic worker. She spent
part of her childhood in
Barbados with her grand
mother, and credited her
British education for giv
ing her a strong foundation
that prepared her to suc
ceed when she returned to
New York. As a student at
Brooklyn College, she
showed her characteristic
spirit. When she was re
jected by a campus social
club because she was
Black, she founded one of
her own. When she became
a debate champion, profes
sors suggested she consider
a career in politics. How
right they turned out to be!
Chisholm received her
bachelor’s degree with
honors in sociology in
1946, but when she could
n’t find a position that
matched her training, she
took a job at a child care
center. She went on to earn
a master’s degree in ele
mentary education from
Columbia University and
worked as a teacher, direc
tor of a child care center
and an educational consult
ant for the city’s Division
of Day Care before making
a successful run for a seat
in the New York State
Assembly in 1964. Her
work with low-income
children and families con-

vinced her that gaining
political power was the key
to creating policies that
would support working
families. In 1968, Chis
holm ran against civil
rights leader James Farmer
for New York’s 12th Dis
trict congressional seat rep
resenting Brooklyn’s Bedford-Stuyvesant neighbor
hood. Her victory made her
the first Black woman
elected to Congress.
In Washington, Chis
holm immediately began
making her mark. The late
Democratic Speaker of the
House Sam Rayburn was
famous for telling fresh
man legislators, "If you
want to get along, go
along." This was still the
unspoken rule when Chis
holm arrived, but going
along to get along was def
initely never her style. A
strong feminist and a
founder of the National
Organization of Women
(NOW)’s first chapter, she
hired an all-female staff.
When Rayburn was as
signed her seat on the
House Agriculture Com
mittee she ignored protocol
and demanded to be reas
signed. She pointed out
that it wouldn’t be a practi
cal way for her to serve her
district’s needs and asked if
she’d been given the as
signment to represent the

"tree that grows in Brook
lyn." She was moved to
Veterans’ Affairs, and in
her next term she was
given a seat on the Edu
cation and Labor Com
mittee, a powerful and ap
propriate assignment and
match for her own and her
constituents greatest con
cerns.
In 1971, Chisholm
drew on her child care and
early education expertise to
co-sponsor a revolutionary
comprehensive child care
bill that passed the House
and Senate, only to be ve
toed by President Nixon.
The Children's Defense
Fund worked closely with
her and built a huge coali
tion to enact this bipartisan
bill. Early childhood policy
would be very different had
President Nixon signed it.
The next year, Chisholm
went after her biggest polit
ical goal yet—the White
House. She ran for the
Democratic nomination for
president in 1972, making
her the first Black to try to
become a major party nom
inee. She later wrote, "I ran
for the presidency, despite
hopeless odds, to demon
strate the sheer will and
refusal to accept the status
quo." She also wrote that
throughout her political
career she felt more dis
crimination for being a

woman than for being
Black. But Chisholm said
that she was always willing
to stand up and be the
"first" to do something so
that the girls and young
women who came after her
would not have to.
Chisholm returned to
Congress as an outspoken
critic of the Vietnam War,
the draft, and military
spending. She supported
social legislation, including
a successful bill to give
domestic workers the right
to a minimum wage. She
was a founding member of
the Congressional Black
Caucus and served seven
terms before retiring from
Congress in 1983. Mean
while, other Black women
began walking through the
doors Shirley Chisholm
opened.
In all, 23 Black women
have served in Congress.
This number is still far too
small, but it is growing,
and most of these Con
gresswomen say they owe
Chisholm a debt of grati
tude. At Chisholm’s memo
rial service, Rep. Julia
Carson (D-Ind.), a current
member of the Con
gressional Black Caucus,
said Chisholm "just did
what she thought was right,
and that is rare among
politicians.” District of
Columbia Del. Eleanor

Holmes Norton (D) said,
"She broke open feminism
for black people. She stood
up and was the very first to
make people understand
that we were both black
and women and we should
own up to being both."
My favorite personal
Shirley Chisholm story
occurred one Sunday after
noon when my husband
and I took our three young
sons out to dinner. When
the waiter asked Joshua,
then about seven, what
he’d like to drink, instead
of asking for a Shirley
Temple, a well-known non
alcoholic drink names for
the famous child actress,
Joshua replied, "I’d like a
Shirley Chisholm."
I’d like - and our na
tion needs — a lot of Shirley
Chisholms today. We all
stand on her strong, coura
geous shoulders.
Marian Wright Edelman
is President and Founder of
the Children's Defense Fund
and its Action Council whose
Leave No Child Behind mis
sion strives to ensure every
child a Healthy Start, a Head
Start, a Fair Start, a Safe
Start, and a Moral Start in life
and successful passage to
adulthood with the help of
caring families and communi
ties.
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SARASOTA / MANATEE AREA
The Jazz Club Of Sarasota Starts Off
The New Year With ‘The Magic Of
Swing Street’---------------------------------------SARASOTA-The Ed
Polcer Band will return
you to the sounds of Jazz
on 52nd Street in New
York with a show called
"The Magic of Swing
Street"! The concert will
be held in Holley Hall, 709
N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota
on Saturday, Jan. 22, at
7:30 p.m. Jazz Club mem
bers are admitted with
membership card. Guest
tickets are available for
$25 at the door.
If you dropped in at
Eddie Condon’s club in
New York City between
1975 and 1985, chances
are good you ran across Ed.
Besides being the resident
cometist and bandleader at
that historic spot, he was

Ed Polcer
also the manager and co
owner. Ed has been play
ing cornet since his college
days in the mid 50’s and
has become one of the
most sought after perform
ers on the concert and fes

tival circuit.
Joining Ed for this con
cert will be John Cocuzzi
on piano and vibes, Tom
Artin op trombone, and
Frank Tate on bass. Tate
has been Bobby Short’s

long time accompanist at
the Cafe Carlyle and on
tour. Return engagements
by Allan Vache on clarinet
and drummer Ed Metz, Jr.
round out the group. Both
Vache and Metz hail from
Orlando and have played
with numerous jazz greats.
Don’t miss this even
ing of swinging main
stream jazz by this all-star
group. It’s at Holley Hall,
Saturday, Jan. 22, at 7:30
p.m..
For further informa
tion, visit the Jazz Club
website:
www.jazzclub
sarasota.com or call the
24-hour Hot Line at (941)
316-9207.

Help Your Garden
Grow With Q&A
Program At
Jacaranda Library
What’s happening
• A session with a
Master Gardener from the
Sarasota
County
Cooperative
Extension
Service
When is it happening
• 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.,
Thursday, Jan. 20
Where is it happening
• Jacaranda Public
Library, 4143 Woodmere
Park Blvd., Venice
Why is it happening
• A certified Master
Gardener from the Sarasota
County
Cooperative
Extension Service offers
tips and answers questions
about gardening in Florida.
Action for public to take
• No reservations are

Jazz Jams On
Saturday Afternoons
In Sarasota--------------

The Jazz Club of Sa
rasota, with Fred Williams
required, but space is limit musical director, continues
ed.
its series of Jazz Jams on
Contact for public
Saturday afternoons from 2
• Tania Angeloff, (941) -4 p.m. The Jams occur in
8 6 1 7 1 2 7 0, the Bayfront Community
tangeloff@ scgov. net
Center, 803 N. Tamiami
"Ask Jack" For Answers
Trail, Sarasota. The first
To Computer Questions , jam of the New Year was
At Jacaranda
held on Jan. 8, and the sec
What’s happening
ond jam session will be
• "Ask Jack" computer Jan. 29.
class with Jack Beale
The format features an
When is it happening open mic during the first
• 1:30 p.m., Friday,
Jan. 21
Where is it happening for intermediate-level com
• Jacaranda Public puter users.
Action for public to
Library, 4143 Woodmere
take
Park Blvd., Venice
• Bring your computer
Why is it happening «
• To provide a ques- questions for Jack to
tion-and-answer session answer. No reservations

hour and the programmed
segment occurs during the
second hour. Community
musicians are invited to
"sit in" during the open mic
portion.
Admission is $3 for
Jazz Club members and
$6.00 for non-members.
Seating is limited to 200.
For further informa
tion, call the 24-hour Jazz
Club hotline at 941-3169207 or visit the website at
www.jazzclubsarasota.com

are required, but space is
limited.
Contact for public
• Tania Angeloff, (941)
861-1270, tangeloff@sc
gov.net

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
4-H Afterschool Program Needs Beware Of Con Artists
Soliciting After A Natural
Volunteers To Invest In Youths
4-H is part of the infor
PINELLAS COUNTY week with children and to
Disaster-------------------------- Share the joys of invest
ing in Pinellas County’s
youth as a 4-H AfterschooX
volunteer. The program in
volves working with chil
dren ages 8 to 12. The
nine-week program teach
es kids the importance of
finances, proper food nu
trition, physical fitness and
more.
Volunteers are only re
quired to serve one hour a

give one hour of prepara
tion. Days, times and loca
tions are tailored to the in
dividual’s needs. All mate
rials and training are pro
vided. This program fits
the criteria for paid admin
istrative leave for county
and many city employee
volunteer opportunities. A
county background check
and orientation are re
quired.

mal education system of
the Pinellas County Ex
tension Service and is de
signed to develop the
"head, heart, hands and
health" of Florida’s youths.
For more information on 4H Afterschool, contact
Elaine Davis at (727) 5822100 or go online to
www.pinellascounty.org.

Stetson Law Program Warns About
Dangers Of Home Servit es Fraud
GULFPORT - Stetson
University College of
Law’s Elder , Consumer
Protection Program will
warn area elderly citizens
about the dangers home
services fraud and other
scams at a free consumer
protection forum Jan. 20 at
Stetson’s Gulfport campus.
The session is sched
uled to start at 1:30 p.m. in
the Great Hall and will in
clude representatives of the
U.S. Postal Service, the St.
Petersburg Times and
Stetson Law. The forum is
part of Stetson’s statewide
Elder Consumer Protection
Program, which is headed
by Stetson’s Elder Law
Chair Rebecca Morgan.
The program will travel around the state in the com
ing months with sessions

on different types of fraud.
"Everyone has needed
a repair person at one time
or another," Morgan said.
"There are some unscrupu
lous individuals who will
pass themselves off as le
gitimate when in fact they
will take your money with
out doing the work or do
substandard work. It is im
portant to know a few sim
ple steps to take to protect
yourself from such scams."
Stetson’s Elder Con
sumer Protection Fellow
Bronwyn Stanford, a for
mer prosecutor, will lead
the event with warnings on
services fraud, which in
cludes lawn care, air condi
tioning repairs, appliance
repairs or any home service
that a person may need.
Representatives of the

Florida Department of
Financial Services and
Seniors vs. Crime will also
speak. The presenters also
will speak on mail fraud
and what to do to if a per
son falls victim to these
types of scams.
The presentations are
part of Stetson’s work
under a federal grant to
educate the elderly on con
sumer fraud prevention.
Stetson, a national leader in
the field of elder law, has
partnered with the Florida
Attorney General’s Office,.
AARP and the legal com
munity to increase public
awareness of consumer
fraud against senior citi
zens.
For more information
call (727) 562-7800 ext.
7235.

The recent tsunami in
Southeast Asia has prompt
ed kindhearted individuals
to donate to relief efforts
worldwide. Unfortunately,
con artists may also be
soliciting donations for
nonexistent groups as a
way to benefit themselves
instead. To make sure your
donations go to organiza
tions that will truly help the
victims of natural disasters,
keep these consumer tips in
mind:
• Beware of anyone
soliciting donations after a
natural disaster. Always
ask for the name of the
organization the solicitor
represents.
• Request and review
the organization’s financial
information.
• Contact the Pinellas
County Department of Jus
tice and Consumer Ser-

vices, Office of Consumer
Protection.
(Regulatory
Section) at (727) 464-7988
to determine if the organi
zation is registered. To
solicit in Pinellas County,
charities must be licensed
with the county’s Office of
Consumer Protection, as
well as with the Florida
Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services. To
see if the organization is
registered in Florida, call
(800) 435-7352.
• Don’t judge an organ
ization solely by its name.
Many organizations use
names similar to those of
well-known charities.
• Never give cash.
Contribute by check pay
able to the organization—
never to an individual.
It's also important to
note that even though there
is an immediate financial

need, charitable organiza
tions must still comply
with all applicable laws,
such as registering ficti
tious names and filing for
tax-exempt status. For in
formation on any charita
ble organization, contact
the Office of Consumer
Protection at (727) 4647988.
For information on
consumer issues, call the
Pinellas County Depart
ment of Justice and Con
sumer Services at (727)
464-6200. Visit www.pi
nellascounty.org for easyto-download
complaint
forms or for more informa
tion about your rights as a
consumer. Watch Your
Consumer
Protection,
which airs on Pinellas 18.
For show times, call (727)
464-4809.

Pinellas County School
News In BrieS
The next meeting of
the Pinellas County School
Board will be Tuesday, Jan.
25, at 5 p.m. in the confer
ence hall of the administra
tion building, 301 Fourth
St. SW, Largo. Citizens
may speak about any item
on the agenda not involv
ing a hearing on employee

discipline by registering
before the item is intro
duced. Presentations from
the audience regarding
items not on the agenda
may be made at the end of
the meeting. For more in
formation, contact Ron
Stone, associate superin
tendent for human re

sources and public affairs
at (727) 588-6273.
The District Monitor
ing and Advisory Commit
tee (DMAC) will meet
Thursday, Jan. 27, at 6:30
p.m. in Room DI34-135 in
the administration build
ing. For more information,
caU (727) 588-5186.

REVITALIZING AMERICA'S MARRIAGES

A Pre-Valentine Day Marriage Seminar
Hosted By:

'The Rodgers Ministry Group'

February 5, 2005
For Further Information Please View

www.RodgersGrouo5.com

Make Tax Time Pay
For information on
Did you work in 2004?
You may be eligible for these tax credits, call the
two federal income tax IRS at 1-800-829-1040 or
credits, the EIC (Earned log on to their website at
Income Credit) and CTC www.irs.gov.
Call 2-1-1 (cell phone
(Child Tax Credit). If so,
you’ll owe less in taxes, or users: (727) 562-1542) for
even get cash back if you information on locations
and hours of the local
don’t owe taxes.
You are eligible for the Volunteer Return Prepa
ration Program sites,
EIC if in 2004:
• You lived with one which provide free tax
qualifying child and your preparation by IRS certi
family earned less than fied preparers who will
ensure that those eligible
$30,388;
• You hved with two or for EIC will receive their
more. qualifying children full, earned share. Addi
and your family earned tional information also can
be obtained by contacting
less than $34,458;
• You are between the Cherin Stover, James B.
ages of 25 and 64, had no Sanderlin Neighborhood
children living with you, Family Center, at (727)
and you earned less than 321-9444.
Enoch Davis Center
$11,490.
These amounts are and James B. Sanderlin
$1,000 higher for married NFC begin offering free
persons filing joint returns. help in filing your taxes
Families may qualify on Jan. 24. Other Vol
for up to a $1,000 CTC for unteer Return Prepara
each dependent child un tion Program sites begin
der age 17 and may qualify offering the free service
on Feb. 1.
for the CTC refund.

Call For Volunteers
To Serve The
Homebound--------------Faith in Action Volun hold projects or yard work.
What a difference you
teer Caregivers is seeking
volunteers to serve the frail can make by sharing an
elderly or disabled in their hour or two a week. Call
homes. Men and. women of (813) 932-5228 for more
all ages and ethnic back information and training
grounds are being called to schedules.
Faith in Action Volun
serve. The only require
ments are concern for the teer Caregivers is a pro
elderly and a willingness gram of Seniors in Service
of Tampa Bay, Inc., a non
to serve.
Volunteers are needed profit organization dedi
to provide such assistance cated to promoting the
as friendly visits and com value of seniors through
panionship; telephone re services that bridge gener
assurance; help with er ations and enhance the
rands; respite for care quality of life for children
givers; aid with bill pay . and older adults.
ing; light meal preparation;
sharing a special hobby or
interest; and minor house-

News
Deadline
Is 4:00 P.M.
Monday
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TAMPA BAY AREA
THIS & THAT

by Mabel Cooper

(823-6092)
What’s
the
best
defense against aging?
Laughter. We acknowledge
it’s hard to get old, but not
as hard if you have a sense
of humor.
Weight gain and mem
ory loss. Hot flashes and
wrinkles. Gray hair and
chin hair. Aging is no joke,
right? Wrong. While you
can’t stop aging, you can
start laughing about it.
You go along thinking
you’re never going to get
old, then one day you real
ize old age has crept upon
you and you can’t do any
thing about it, except
laugh.
I am more than sure
that’s what you will do
when you read the next,
uh, whatchamacallit, uh,
‘A
Senior
Citizen’s
Lament:’

Thought I’d let my doctor
check me ‘cause I didn’t
feel just right; all those
aches and pains annoyed
me and I couldn’t sleep at
night.

He could find no real dis
order, but he wouldn’t let
it rest, what with
Medicare and Blue Cross,
it wouldn’t hurt to do
some tests.
To the hospital he sent
me, though I didn’t feel
that bad. He arrangedfor
them to give me every test
that could be had.
I was fluoroscoped and
cystoscoped, my aging
frame displayed stripped, on an ice cold
table, while my gizzards
were x-rayed.
I was checked for worms
and parasites, for fungus
and crud, while they
pierced me with long nee
dles, taking samples of my
blood.

Doctors came to check me
over, probed and pressed
and poked around, and to
make sure I was living,
they wired me for sound.

They have finally conclud
ed (their results have
filled a page), what I have
will some day kill me, my
afflication is “old age. ”
***

HOW ABOUT THIS
ONE
“The pharmacist just
insulted me,” the woman
sobbed to her husband.
Upset, he jumped into
his car and sped to the
store to defend his wife.
“Listen to my side!” the
pharmacist pleaded.
First, my alarm didn’t
go off and I over-slept.
Rushing out, I locked both
my car and house keys
inside and had to break a
window to get them. Then
I got a flat tire.
“When I finally got

behind the counter, there
was a long line and the
phone was ringing. After
bending to pick up a roll of
nickels, I cracked my head
on a drawer and fell back
ward, shattering the per
fume case. Meanwhile, the
phone was, still ringing. I
picked up and your wife
asked me how to use a rec
tal thermometer. I swear,
all I did was tell her.
***

NOTICE
on the wall in a variety
store: ‘This department
requires no physical fitness
program. Everyone gets
enough exercise jumping
to conclusions, flying off
the handle, running down
the boss, knifing friends in
the back, dodging respon4 I
sibility and pushing their
luck.’
***

Celebrated Psychologist Speaks At
Black State Legislators Meeting —
by Tracie Reddick
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG Na’im Akbar marveled at
the local movers and shak
ers gathered at a luncheon
sponsored by the Black
State Legislators last week.
"This is the closest thing
they have to a think tank,”
remarked the nationally
recognized author, lecturer
and black psychologist.
Akbar was the keynote
speaker at the two-day re
gional issue conference
titled, "Embracing the Vi
sion: The Struggle Con
tinues.”
Before the crowd
could pat themselves on
the back, the Florida State
University professor warn
ed: "Let’s not get too com
fortable. We are not there
yet.”
As the nation prepared
to celebrate the Martin
Luther King, Jr., Akbar
shared with the audience of
200-plus participants the
secrets to scaling the
mountaintop.
There are five "princi
ples of powers” blacks
must conquer in order to
live out the slain civil
rights leader’s dream, he
said. They are:
• Knowledge.

Dr. Na’im Akbar

You can’t have an
agenda if you don’t know a
damn thing,” remarked
Akbar, noting blacks must
back up their talk with
experience and expertise
that is unshakable.
• Self-love.
Due to systematic
brainwashing, Akbar said,
"we have become bur own
worse enemy.
No one that looks like
you, loves you. You’ve got
to love you.”
• Commitment to serv
ice.

Ain’t nothing wrong
with being a servant,” stat
ed Akbar, noting Martin
Luther King was a servant,
along with countless other
black leaders who were and are - dedicated to the
struggle of uplifting the
race.
• Discipline.
"We must keep our
selves
clean,” Akbar
urged. "You’ve got to work
on you. You’ve got to
know that you’re vulnera
ble because they will ex
ploit your weakness.”

Case in point: Micahel
Jackson.
"You can’t' let them
find any dirty magazines
Michael,” he said in refer
ence to a police raid on the
home of the King of Pop
that allegedly netted a
stash of pornographic
material. "You’ve got to be
in control over you in all
circumstances.”
• Stand together.
"Umojo,” Akbar said.
"Unity. We’ve got to be to
gether.”
As the crowd prepared
to return to the day-long
workshops centering on
economic development,
faith-based initiatives, edu
cation and community em
powerment, Akbar asked
them to commit to building
each other up rather than
tearing one another down.
Too many of us, he
said, worry about whether
someone is "saved and
sanctified and washed in
the blood of the holy
ghost.”
"You’re so busy nit
picking on how someone is
not like you,” Akbar con
cluded. "We don’t have to
do it all the 'same way, we
just have to have a com
mon agenda.”

Man Gets Jail For Draping Noose
Around Black Teen's Neck
CLEARWATER, Fla.
(AP) - A man accused of
draping a noose around the
shoulders of a black teen at
a fast food restaurant was
sentenced on Jan. 10 to 60
days in jail.
The judge also sen
tenced Louis Giannola IV,
who was convicted in
December of misdemeanor

battery, to 10 months pro
bation and community
service. He was spared a
harsher sentence because
jurors declined to label the
incident a hate crime.
In a brief statement
read in court, the 20-yearold Giannola apologized to
the victim and said he now
understands the hurt he

caused. Giannola also
asked Dionte Hall and his
family for forgiveness.
Giannola was arrested
after he draped a noose
around the neck of Hall,
15, while they and other
teens were at a Wendy's
restaurant in Largo in
January 2004. Prosecutors
contend some people

Giannola was with were
heard making racial slurs.
Giannola said he did
not put the noose around
Hall's neck out of hate but
because another teen,
whose own father is black,
bet him $10 he wouldn't do
it.

To Place An Ad In The
News Deadline
Is 4 P.IUI. Monday

Weekly Challenger, Call
Us At (727) 896-2922

Helping Preserve
Financial Security
During Uncertain Times

Today!

IVi'r/i that thought in
mind, until next write
around,
STAY LOOSE!

The Kingly Law According
to the Scriptures

“You must love your neighbor as yourself.”
— James 2:8

Job, family, aging parents.

More than 125 years of serving our
clients when they need us most.

There’s a lot on your plate
these days.
On top of everything else, you realize

your parents could use a little extra
help. But this is new territory. Where

The Prudential Insurance Company
of America
Roy James - Premier Agent
4100 Central Avenue
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 327-4137

Prudential

Financial

do you begin? We’re here to help you

Give to the United Negro Collage Fund.

Change —
"This will be a chang
ing day in your life," Dr.
Phil McGraw announces to
his television audience. I
hear you Dr. Phil cause
with me it’s been a chang
ing year in my life. And
though I know change is
inevitable; the change of
season - spring to summer,
fall to winter - I’m still
finding it hard to accept
the physical changes
brought on by my illness
and how the changes im
pact my life.
As I look out of my
window late evening, the
sun sinks low in the west
leaving a crimson canopy
in the sky, a change from
day to night. This is an
everyday change, which
measures into weeks,
months, and actually forms
our own circle of years.
Sometimes change is
painful as in relationships.
Sometimes change is relief
when a relationship be
comes toxic, stressful and
impacts emotional and
physical health; then it’s
time for a change, change
the locks on the door if
necessary.
There ai;e some wellmeaning friends who want
me to get involved in
church and social activi
ties, and in time I will.
How'ever, treatment is pri
ority now. I don’t need a
timetable; it simply does
not work for me. It is I
who will deal with the
changes in my life. It is I
who will stick to my com
fort zone in my everyday
life.
Family, of course is
another matter. Some are
in denial; others accept the
reality that I might not be
able to walk miles, do Tai
Chi or play basketball with
my grandson again. I ac
cept the reality that time
changes all things so there
is hope for this 30 to 40
year old "me me" genera
tion. I will not waste any
energy this year to advise
those in my family to
change the way they over
spend and live above their
means. I refuse to dia

dance

find local resources, support services,

folks—and for you.

Call our toll-free

number and talk to a real person. Or
visit www.eldercare.gov.

There’s a way for older Americans
and Caregivers to find help.
1-800-677-1116

Prudential financial is a registered service mark of The Prudential Insurance Company of

A public service of the

America, Newark, NJ and its affiliates.

U.S. Administration on Aging
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logue on any financial or
personal problem. I shall
simply reprove myself
from the situation.
I am amazed at the
work that Oprah and the
Angel Network are doing
in bringing about change
in the epidemic spread of
HIV/AIDS in South Afri
ca. The Angel Network
accepts donations as little
as a dollar. The money is
used to educate and stop
the spread of AIDS. Medi
cation is now being pro
vided which was not avail
able before Oprah and The
Angel Network became
involved.
Oprah was
brought to tears in one seg
ment of the show but she
and the Angel Network are
empowered to eradicate
hopelessness and bring
about great change.
The women are enthu
siastically receptive to tak
ing the medicine and pre
venting the spread' r6f
HIV/AIDS from mother to
child. Some of the women
started a sewing circle cre
ating jobs for women,
saw the hope and joy on
the children’s faces wear
ing new school uniforms
(in attendance to makeshift
classrooms full to capaci
ty) that brought tears to my
eyes.
I did not see any men
involved in this show
except a few male teachers
who were working without
pay along with severa
female teachers. I am puz
zled; how is it that the
women are receptive to
taking medicine and edu
cation to stop the spread or
this deadly virus and the
men in the same area are
continuing to spread this
deadly virus hiding behinc
superstition and stupidity.
Perhaps "A Women’s
Revolution" that Bishop
Desmond Tutu spoke about to Oprah might be the
medium of change for
these ignorant (poor excus
es for men) who believe
that having sex with a vir
gin will cure or prevent
them from getting HIV/
AIDS.

.lean

The truth is. a little of your time can make a lifetime
of difference. Because kids with something to do
are less likely to do drugs. You can help. For more
information on drug prevention programs in your
community, call or visit:

www.eldercare.gov

A MIND IS A TERRIBLE THING TO WASTE'
v

by Frances Pinckney

and solutions that work for your
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Habitat For Humanity Celebrates Its 20th
Anniversary Of Building Homes In
Pinellas County----------------------------------------ST. PETERSBURG Two decades of progress
towards eliminating sub
standard housing in Pi
nellas County will be cele
brated with "BUILDING
ON FAITH WEEK" a
week of intensive building
and will culminate with a
huge celebration as Pi
nellas Habitat for Humani
ty commemorates its 20th
Anniversary this week.
Pinellas Habitat plans
were to be building during
Jan. 17-22 in various loca
tions throughout Pinellas
County. Companies and
organizations already in
volved include Enterprise
Rent-a-Car, AEGON, US
Coast Guard, the Diocese
of St. Petersburg, Pass-aGrille Beach Community
Church, Lakewood United
Methodist Church, Northside Baptist Church Youth
Group,
First
Baptist
Church of St. Petersburg,
Anona United Methodist
Church, and St. Andrews
Presbyterian Church in
Dunedin.
On Saturday evening,
Jan. 22, Ted Swisher, vice
president of US Operations
for Habitat for Humanity
International, is the guest
of honor and keynote
speaker as 250+ Habitat
supporters are expected to
gather for the gala 20th
Anniversary Dinner at the
Banquet Masters confer
ence facility in Pinellas
Park. Festivities begin with
a reception at 6 p.m. Din
ner begins at 7 p.m., fol
lowed by volunteer recog

nition events, the debut of a
new fundraising video and
a presentation depicting 20
years of building homes
and hope for families.
Tickets for this event can
be purchased for $35.
Revenues will be used to
offset the cost of the event.
For tickets or more infor
mation, contact the Pinellas
Habitat for Humanity of
fice at (727) 536-4755, ext.
208.
Pinellas Habitat for
Humanity was bom at a
meeting of the St. Peters
burg Ministerial Associa
tion in 1984. The late Rev
Bob Gemmer of St. Peters
burg, a founding member
of Habitat for Humanity
International (HFHI), was
the sparkplug responsible
for Pinellas Habitat being
on the agenda of that meet
ing.
Reverend James
Schwarzlose of the First
Congregational Church of
St. Petersburg was named
the first Executive Director
(unpaid), and often spoke
at other churches to get the
new affiliate’s building ef
forts started. The articles of
incorporation were submit
ted to Habitat for Humanity
International, and the affiliate became officially rec
ognized in 1985.
The first house was
built for Jane Dunaway and
her family, and dedicated
on July 29, 1985. Jane,
whose mortgage was
burned at a ceremony in
February of last year, con
tinues to enjoy her house to
this day and she is an avid

volunteer, never wavering
from her personal ministry
of helping others to realize
dreams of home owner
ship.
The Board of Direct
ors, the governing body,
had many decisions to
make. Stories are told of
the Board taking collec
tions at board meetings to
pay for construction mate
rials.

rr
PineMas Habitat
for Humanity
Building Homes,
Families, and Communities

Throughout the years,
thousands have participat
ed in this ministry. Pinellas
Habitat first built in St.
Petersburg only, but soon
branched out to build hous
es in Clearwater. The first
church to sponsor a home
was the First Presbyterian
Church of St. Petersburg.
In February of 2003, Pi
nellas Habitat dedicated its
100th house, and has now
constructed a total of 118
homes throughout the
county in Safety Harbor,
Dunedin, Largo, Pinellas
Park,
Clearwater,
St.
Petersburg, Highpoint and
Tarpon Springs.
Pinellas Habitat for
Humanity’s Outreach
In keeping with its
covenant with Habitat for
Humanity International,
Pinellas Habitat tithes a

portion of its unrestricted
income to Habitat for Hu
manity International to
support the building of
decent, affordable housing
throughout the World. So
far, 42 homes have been
built overseas with Pinellas
Habitat’s tithe money.
Some of Pinellas Habitat's
volunteers, at their own
expense, occasionally trav
el to distant lands to spend
their working vacations
helping the locals to build.
Pinellas Habitat for
Humanity has established a
"sister affiliate" relation
ship with the Habitat for
Humanity International af
filiate in the country of
Belize, in Central America.
Under the leadership of
Board Member Norm Bungard, several of our volun
teers have spent time there
over the past several years
helping the Belize volun
teers build houses and
develop their organization.
Habitat for Humanity
is highly ranked by the
media and non-profit
watchdog organizations
because a high percentage
of its funds are used for
program expenditures in
comparison to those for
overhead. Here in Pinellas
County, 86% of all dona
tions are directly used for
the building of homes.
Habitat homes are con
structed in accordance with
local building codes and
Habitat homes have re
ceived positive publicity
for withstanding natural
disasters like Hurricane

Pinellas County Health Department
Birth Defects
National Volunteer
Prevention Month
Blood Donor Month
Every two seconds,
someone in the U.S.
needs blood.

Take steps to have a
healthier baby.

Birth defects are
abnormal
conditions that
The American Association of
happen
before
or after foe
Blood Banks (AABB), in
time of birth. Birth defects
_
_
conjunction with America's
are
a
serious
problem.
One
in 33 babies is bom wifo
Blood Centers and American Red Cross, launches
a
birth
defect.
They
are
the
leading cause of death in
National Volunteer Blood Donor Month (N VBDM)
children less than one year of age.
2005 to encourage donors to give or pledge to give
Not all birth defects can be prevented since foe
blood.
Once again, the theme for this year's campaign,
causes of many birth defects are still unknown.
"Give BIood...The Gift of Life," highlights the
However, there are steps a woman can take to reduce
importance of giving the gift of life through foe
her risk of having a baby wifo birth defects. Women
donation of blood.
who may become pregnant should make sure their
January is usually a difficult month for blood
vaccinations are up to date, and that they are getting
centers to collect blood donations due to fewer
the daily recommended dose of400 milligrams of
people donating during foe holidays, poor weather,
folic acid. Folic acid is found in orange juice and
and more people getting sick. A reduction in turnout green leafy vegetables or can be taken as
can put blood inventory at a critical low. In some
supplements in pill form. Women should also avoid
parts of foe country blood centers are currently on
alcohol, tobacco, and street drugs and eat a
critical appeal.
healthy, balanced diet
Most individuals do not realize that donated
A pre-pregnancy visit with a health care provider
blood has a short shelf-life (approximately 42 days
also is recommended. If a woman or her partner has
for Red Blood Cells) which means that our blood
a family history of birth defects, if a woman already
supply needs to be constantly replenished. There is
had a child wifo a birth defect, or if a woman is part
a continuing critical need for blood throughout the
year, and the challenge is to keep meeting this need of a high-risk group (because of age, ethnic
background, or medical history), she should discuss
every day.
In our community, Florida Blood Services (FBS) these issues with her health care provider.
provides for the blood needs of patients through foe For information
generosity of volunteer blood donors. FBS is foe
about planning for a
third-largest blood transfusion service in foe United healthy family,
FBS provides more than 650 units of blood
contact the Pinellas
to patients in 34 Tampa Bay area hospitals and 80
County Health
ambulatory care centers every day.
Department or visit
If you are at least 17 years of age, weigh at least
www.mod.org
110 pounds and are in good health, you may be
(March of Dimes) for more information about
eligible to donate blood. Celebrate National
birth defects.
Volunteer Blood Donor Month by "Giving foe Gift
of Life" and encouraging others to donate as well.

For more information or to make
an appointment to donate blood,
vfaslt www.fbsblood.org.

Pinellas County Health Department
205 Dr. M.L. King Jr. Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
(727) 824-6908

www.pinellashealth.com
PinCHD52lnfo@doh.state.fl.us

Andrew, which hit Florida
in 1992, and more recently
Hurricane Charley in Au
gust 2004. All funds for Pi
nellas Habitat for Human
ity are raised in the local
community; no funds from
Habitat for Humanity In
ternational are used for
constructing homes in the
United States.
Families qualifying for
a Habitat home must make
less than 60% of the medi
an income for the county
and be in need of perma
nent, safe housing. Over
250 Pinellas County house
holds apply to Pinellas
Habitat for Humanity each
year. Each family must
agree to contribute 400-500
hours of labor (called
"Sweat .Equity") towards'
the purchase of their home.
They also contribute $500
towards closing costs for
their home. Habitat homes
are sold to qualifying fami
lies at no profit and fi
nanced for 30 years at zero
percent interest. All mort
gage monies received from
these mortgages are used to
build even more houses,
making every dollar donat
ed to Pinellas Habitat for
Humanity a "perpetual
legacy" to the community.

School Choice Plan Update
For Pinellas County------------School assignment by
Feb. 1
1. If you filled out an
application for a choice
attendance area school,
you will be mailed a letter
about your child's school
assignment by Feb. 1.
Note: Students in
grades K-4, 6-7, 9-11
(whose parents want their
children to stay at the same
school and did not com
plete an application to
another attendance area
school) automatically will
be assigned to the same
school for next year. The
district will not be mailing
notification letters to these
students.
2. If you were required
to fill out an application
for a choice attendance
area school but missed the
Nov. 1 deadline, your child
will be assigned to a
school that has available
seats. You will be mailed a
notice of school assign
ment by Feb. 1, 2005.
Have you moved?
Parents are responsible
for giving their child's
school a current telephone
number, home address,
work telephone number
and emergency contact
number. (Remember, the
choice computer match
will be based on the ad
dress in your child's school
records.) If your child is
already assigned to a
school and then moves to
a different attendance

area, he or she needs to be
assigned to a school in the
new attendance area. A
"Special Attendance Per
mit" (SAP) or a "Request
for Transfer" also may be
an option. Please bring
proof of residency to a
Family Education and In
formation Center (FEIC).
If you move within
the same attendance
area, your child may stay
at the currently assigned
school. Please inform your
child's school of the new
address and provide proof
of residency.
Kindergarten registration
continues
If you have a child
starting kindergarten in
August 2005 and you
missed the Nov. 1 school
choice deadline, you still
must visit an FEIC to reg
ister your child for kinder
garten. To register, you
will need the child's birth
certificate, proof of resi
dency (utility bill for pow
er, water, cable, sewer or
noncellular phone; lease
agreement; etc.) and the
child's Social Security
number. For a complete
list of documents that can
be accepted, call the FEIC
before you go: St. Peters
burg (727) 552-1595;
Clearwater (727) 2982858.
New to Pinellas County?
Students entering Pi
nellas County Schools for
the first time must be reg

istered at a Family Educa
tion and Information Cen
ter (FEIC).
After foe initial regis
tration, the staff at the
FEIC will make a school
assignment based on
schools that have available
seats in the attendance area
in which you live. You will
complete the registration
process at your child's
assigned school.
FEIC operating hours:
• North county loca
tion: 1101 Marshall St.,
Clearwater; phone (727)
298-2858; fax (727) 2982864.
Hours: Monday, Wed
nesday, Friday 8 a.m.-4:30
p.m.; Tuesday 9 a.m.-4:30
p.m.; Thursday 8 a.m.-6
p.m.
• South county loca
tion: 3420 Eighth Ave. S,
St. Petersburg; phone
(727) 552-1595; fax (727)
552-1604
Hours: Monday, Tues
day, Friday 8 a.m.-4:30
p.m.; Wednesday 9 a.m.4:30 p.m.; Thursday 8
a.m.-6 p.m.
School Newsletter
Updates
Parents are encour
aged to stay informed
about school choice appli
cation procedures, key
dates and other important
news relating to school as
signment. Information is
included in school news
letters on a regular basis.

Social Security Reform:
Don’t Forget the Unfair Rules
Hurting Hundreds of Thousands
of Educators
Amid the Social Security reform talk of impending shortfalls, investment

By

yields and transitional costs, it’s easy to forget that retirement policy affects

■leg Weaver.

real people. For example, it has seriously affected Janice Quas, a woman

President, |

who went to her high school prom in the late 1960s while her boyfriend

National

went to Vietnam,

Education

“But ifs okay, because he came back alive,” she says of the man who

Association

became her husband and father of their three children. After working as a
stay-at-home mother, the two of them both decided to go back to school,

s

and Janice became a teacher at age 38. She still teaches second grade today
in Illinois.
Her husband recently passed away, leaving Janice heartbroken to lose

“Ifs easy

her high school sweetheart. Her voice gets hard when she talks about the

unfair discovery she made after his death.

to forget

that

“I found out that since I became a teacher, and pay into the state retire
ment system as a public employee, 1 am no longer entitled to all of my

husband’s Social Security benefits.”

policy
affects

What Quas is experiencing as a widow and teacher is felt by millions of

public employees all over the country.

The reason: arcane provisions in the Social Security law titled the

real people”

Government Pension Offset (GPO) and Windfall Elimination Program

(WEP). These laws were originally put in place to keep high-paid public
officials and their spouses from “double dipping” by receiving the full ben
efits of both the national Social Security and state-backed pension pro

nea

grams that cover public employees in about half of the states, ln practice,

however, they have had the effect of denying lower-paid public servants
the benefits they or their spouses have earned. For example, mid-career

NATIONAL

EDUCATION
ASSOCIATION

nea.org

professionals moving from the private sector are dismayed to learn that

becoming a teacher will mean the loss of Social Security they earned in

their previous career.
As the President of the nation’s largest teachers union, the National

Great Public Schools
for Every Child
NEA's 2.7 millwffl
members are the nation's
leading advocates for
dsildrcn and public
education

5

Education Association, I join Quas and millions of others who’ve dedicat

ed their lives to working with children in asking the Administration and
members of Congress to change the law so America’s educators can
receive the Social Security benefits that they deserve. Even before we con

sider any major overhaul of the Social Security system, simple fairness dic

tates that we fix this anomaly that punishes people for choosing careers in
public service.
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Maxim Health Systems To Hold
Public Flu Shot Clinic----------------

Rotary Club's Generosity Replaces
Youth's Books Destroyed by
Hurricane------------------------------------------

Only those considered high risk will be vaccinated

—

PINELLAS COUNTY
- Maxim Health Systems
is teaming with the Pi
nellas County Health
Department to offer flu
shots to those considered
high risk by the U.S. Cen
ters for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC).
With the health of the
community at the utmost
importance, a local flu shot
clinic has been scheduled
for Thursday, Jan. 20 at the
Kash N’ Karry, located at
74914th Street North in St.
Petersburg. The flu shot
clinic is set for 9 a.m. - 3
p.m. There will be a limit
ed number of flu shots
available at this event, and
immunizations will be
given on a first-come, firstserved basis to those in the

rti G/N

CDC Risk Categories.
This year, the CDC has
said that the following
groups should be vaccinat
ed:
• Individuals 50 years
of age and older
• Individuals with
chronic medical problems
or conditions that weaken
the immune system
• Women who expect
to be pregnant during flu
season
• Residents of nursing
homes and long-term care
facilities
• Healthcare workers
with direct patient care
responsibilities
• Out-of-home care
givers or household con
tacts of children less than
six months of age

• Children 6 months to
18 years on long-term
aspirin therapy
Household contact of
someone who is consid
ered high risk
Maxim Health Sys
tems will vaccinate chil
dren over age 9 classified
as high risk. Parents of
high risk children under
the age of 9 are urged to
contact their physician or
the Pinellas County Health
Department for vaccina
tions for those children.
In the midst of a na
tionwide shortage of the
flu vaccine, all participants
in will be required to sign a
questionnaire that attests to
the fact that they are indeed
at high risk. The CDC is
asking that all others

forego the flu shot this
year.
Individuals with Medi
care Part B coverage will
receive their shot at this
Maxim event at no cost.
Maxim will also provide
free flu shots to individuals
covered by the following:
Blue Cross Blue Shield of
Florida, Avmed, Wellcare,
Care Plus, Health First
Health Plans, Quality
Health
Plan,
United
Healthcare, Aetna and
Preferred Care Partners.
Individuals not covered by
the plans above will pur
chase their vaccinations
through Maxim Health
Systems for a cost of $25.

From the City of St. Petersburg

£SS

L-R: Rotary Club Member Rick Cotton, Linda Cotton and EYA's President and CEO Karen V.
Waddell peruse the books purchased through a donation from the Rotary Club of Clearwater East to
replace the ones Camp E-How-Kee's kids lost when Hurricane Frances destroyed their original
collection.
CLEARWATER - A Eckerd Youth Alternatives
generous donation from the (EYA). The teens were
Rotary Club of Clearwater evacuated
safely
for
East will replace some Florida's second hurricane
troubled teens' books de of the 2004 season, but
stroyed during Hurricane many books did not sur
Frances at Camp E-How- vive the storm.
The Rotary Club of
Kee in Brooksville, Fla.
The 60 boys and girls Clearwater East donated
live year-round in an out $4,000 to replace the de
door environment at E- stroyed books.
Through the donation,
How-Kee, a residential
treatment program for trou the camp purchased a wide
bled youth operated by ' array of non-fiction and

campsite. Through the
Rotary Club's generosity,
our youth can regain what
nature destroyed and enjoy
reading in nature's setting
again," said Bob Marshall,
the program's director.
Rotary Club Member
Rick Cotton, along with
the club's incoming presi
dent, Laura Brock, present
ed the check used to pur
chase the books.

fiction books, including
dictionaries, the "Roughing
it Easy" series by Dian
Thomas, the "How to
Draw" series, thesauruses,
various game and activity
books, plant and animal
identification books, SAT
study guides, the "Chicken
Soup for the Soul" series,
and more.
"These kids keep their
own resource materials and
books of interest at each

Sister city applications
available
St. Petersburg's Inter
national Relations Com
mittee is again sponsoring
a cultural exchange with
Takamatsu, Japan, its sister
city since 1961. Two high
school juniors who are res
idents of St. Petersburg
will be selected to official
ly represent our city as
goodwill ambassadors to
Takamatsu this summer.
The high school jun
iors selected will receive
free economy round trip
airfare to Takamatsu and a
home stay with a Japanese
family(or families) for up
to three weeks during the
summer of 2005. Students
will be expected to con-

The Kingly
Law
According to
the
Scriptures
“You must love
your neighbor
as yourself.”

- James 2:8

Your Hospice

tribute $10 per day (equal
to 1,000 yen) toward their
expenses. And, after the
exchange trip, each student
must be available for inter
views to promote the pro
gram for the next year.
Each student agrees to
share his or her experi
ences with students, civic
groups and other interested
citizens upon return from
the exchange.
The application form is
available at local high
schools and city facilities
including City Hall in the
Mall at Tyrone Square,
City Hall Action Center,
recreation centers and li
braries. It is also down
loadable as a PDF (Por
table Document File) from
the city's web site:
www.stpete.org/exchange.

htm.
Applications must be
received by Monday, Feb.
28, 2005. For more infor
mation, call the city's inter
governmental
relations
liaison at (727) 893-4143.
Tampa Bay Flower Show
The show will take
place from Jan. 20-22 at
Tropicana Field, One Tro
picana Drive. Thur. and
Fri. 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sat. 9
a.m. to 6 p.m. Orchids, gin
gers, bromeliads, mango,
citrus, bananas, peace lilies
and more. Celebrity speak
ers, seminars, valuable
hands-on demonstrations,
Cafe and a Garden Market
place - find that perfect
bench, obelisk, planters
and more. $8/advance; $10
at gate. Parking $5. Gen
eral info: (727) 596-1204;

ticket info: 1(888) 7424337.
More Voices, More
Choices
On Jan. 22, a program
will be held which features
one-day career develop
ment session, along with
seminars promoting nontraditional careers de
signed for females grades 7
to 12 (Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority Del Teens Youth
Program). The event, fea
turing a panel of profes
sional women, takes place
at the Pinellas Technical
Education
Institute
(PTEC), Eighth Avenue
South and 34th Street,
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. For
more information, please
call (727) 894-1016.

2-1-1 Needs Resource
Volunteers
Interested in computers and helping others in need? Sign up to be a 21-1 Resource Volunteer!
2-1-1 is seeking volunteers to commit to volunteering 2 hours per
week, assign staff stay connected with over 1,400 health and human
service agencies and programs in Pinellas and Hernando counties.

For more information about the 2-1-1- Resource Volunteer program,
contact Micki Thompson, 2-1-1 Program Manager at (727) 562-1531
or e-mail her at micki@211tampabay.org. For more information about
2-1-1- Tampa Bay Cares, visit www.211tampabay.org.

add cost
Controlling diabetes
makes a huge difference.
My granddaughter means the world
to me. So I'm controlling my
diabetes. That means 1 keep my
blood sugar close to normal by
watching what I eat and walking
every’ day. I always take my
medicine and test my blood sugar.

When They’re Needed Most
-\

have a long way to go. So lei us
hasten along the road, the road of

/’’human

tenderness

and

generosity.

With my diabetes under control.
I feel a lot better and have more
energy. Best of all. I’m fioingto
be around for my family... for my
friends... for life.

Groping, we may find one another's
gW^dods in the dark.
- Emily Green Balch

1946 Nobel Peace Laureate

(..'ill 1-800-438-5383 to learn more.
Or visit us at lntp//hdcp.nih.gov
A joint program
of Ute National
Institutes ot

HATIONAl
Comfort, Compassion <5 Community

ydfioN
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(727) 586-4432 • www.thehospice.org

Health and (he

Centers for
Disease Control
and Prevention.

VkQy,
Control your
diabetes.
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Congratulations To The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Essay Contest Winners! ----------------------------------------

These finalists were featured in the annual MLK contest at Enoch Davis.
photo by Rassi

ST. PETERSBURG The 25th Annual Dr. Mar
tin Luther King Jr. Essay
Contest was held at the
Enoch D. Davis Center on
Friday, Jan. 14, at 7 p.m.
The subject students had to
write about this year was
"Dr. King’s Dream - Is it
Essential or Irrelevant
Today?"

Six finalists were cho
sen from nearly 100 essays
submitted by students in
Pinellas County Schools.
They presented their essays
to a panel of judges who
determined first, second
and third place based on
the students’ oral presenta
tion, originality and stage
presence.

The finalists included:
• Daniel Adams (12th
grade - Gibbs High School)
• Nikita Dixon (12th
grade - Gibbs High
School)
• Jericka Knox (12th
grade - Boca Ciega High
School)
• Safiya Miller (12th
grade - St. Petersburg High

School)
• Tiffany Morris (12th
grade - Gibbs High
School)
• Jessica Mosher (10th
grade - Gibbs High
School)
Judging the contest
were:
• Rachel Schmiege
(Manager - Ceridian)

• Everette Jones (Sr.
Lead Engineer - Honey
well International, Inb.)
• Randy Lewis (In
structor - St. Petersburg
College)
In the end, first place
went to Knox, second to
Adams, and third to Miller.
Mosher, Morris and Dixon
received honorable men-

tions.
First, second and third
place winners would re
ceive US Savings Bonds in
the amount of $400, $200,
$100; $50 each was award
ed for the honorable men
tions.

Community Invited to
Participate in
BayWalk Forums------ST. PETERSBURG Members of the public are
invited to attend forums to
provide input on the recent
incident at BayWalk. Two
meetings have been sched
uled: Saturday, Jan. 22,
from 10 a.m. to noon at
University of South Flori
da St. Petersburg’s Cam
pus Activities Center
(CAC), 140 Seventh Ave.
S. and Saturday, Jan. 29,
from 10 a.m. to noon at St.
Petersburg High School,
2501 Fifth Ave. N.
The community for
ums, organized by the St.
Petersburg
Downtown
Partnership and the Boys
& Girls Clubs of the Suncoast, Inc., are designed to
"listen to concerns from
various
stakeholders
throughout downtown and
the community, working
toward
developing
a
course of action for the
future. We are especially
interested in gaining per
spectives from downtown
area merchants, residents
and producers of entertain
ment and cultural events,"

said Don Shea, president
and CEO of the St. Peters
burg Downtown Part
nership. Additional forums
may be scheduled as nec
essary.
Various experts on
downtown and teen issues
will be on hand at the for
ums, including an authori
ty on behavior among ado
lescents, V. Mark Durand,
dean of the University of
South Florida St. Peters
burg (USFSP) College of
Arts and Sciences; Ronald
P. Hill, USFSP’s dean of
the College of Business, to
discuss corporate social
responsibility and business
growth in Midtown; Depu
ty Mayor for Midtown
Economic Development
Goliath J. Davis, III; and
Katherine McKay, director
of the Counseling and Ca
reer Center at USFSP and a
licensed clinical psycholo
gist.
For more information,
call the St. Petersburg
Downtown Partnership at
(727) 821-5166.

Saturday A Double Win For SPC’s Teams —------------- —
ST. PETERSBURG The men’s basketball team
at St. Petersburg College
moved its record to 8-12
with a come-from-behind
win 84-73 Saturday over
IMG Academy of Bradenton/Sarasota.

That came on the heels
of an earlier road win over
Suncoast Conference rival
Manatee Community Col
lege - 111-108 in double
overtime - that put the
Titans at 2-1 in the confer
ence.

Saturday also saw a
win for the SPC women’s
team - a big, 27-point vic
tory over Brevard CC in
the Southern Conference. It
put the Titans at 8-8 and 11. They lost earlier to
Hillsborough CC in confer-

ence.
The men’s next home
game in the St. Petersburg/Gibbs Campus gym is
a conference battle against
Polk CC, Tuesday at 7:30
p.m. Two nights later,
Manatee will come to call,

seeking revenge.
In between, the women
host Palm Beach CC on
Wednesday in the gym,
also at 7:30. They’ll wel
come Indian River CC two
nights later, starting at 6
o’clock. Both are confer-

ence games.
The campus is at 6605
Fifth Ave. N. in St. Peters
burg. All SPC home games
are free.

The Kingly Law According
to the Scriptures

“Peter opened his mouth and said: ‘For a
certainty, I perceive that God is not partial,
but in every nation the man that fears Him,
and work righteousness, is acceptable to
Him.”
— Acts 10:34,35
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“TWO THUMBS UP.”
“COACH CARTER WILL
HAVE YOU ON YOUR FEET,
CHEERING FOR MO RE...
A FILMMAKING TRIUMPH!"
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REGAL CINEMAS

NOW PLAYING
AMC

TRI-CITY 8
e. Bay Dr. * OS 19
727-531-2882

CITRUS PARK MALL 20

MUVICO
BAYWALK 20

AMC
TYRONE SQUARE 8

AMC
WOODLANDS SQUARE 20

AMC
REGENCY 20

101 3rd Ave. North

Tyrone Square Mai!
727-347-9777

3128 Tampa Rd.

727-6S‘b4^®S,n<^

SEMINOLE CINEMA 8

727-502-0965

727-771-2883

REGAL CINEMAS
UNIVERSITY 16

REGAL CINEMAS

LARGO MALL

7992 Liberty Way^Behind Seminole Mall

37912 US WW^19 North

University Mall

10500 Ulmerton Road

320-0977

BOO-FANDANGO

____

Hollywood 18 pt. richey

6701 Cinema Dr.’Port Richey
800-F ANDANGO #206

PALM HARBOR 10

MUVICO

REGAL CINEMAS

Gunn Hwv & Sheldon Rd,
800-FANDANGO #213

800-FANDANGO #194

We bring you more than just great games - we bring you great minds. In each of the last two years, the
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Florida Lottery has contributed over a billton dollars to education. Since our inception, the Lottery has helped
finance the construction of over 100 new schools and funded 220,000 Bright Futures Scholarships statewide.

CHECK DIRECTORY
OR CALL THEATRE
FOR SHOWTIMES

To find out what the Florida Lottery is doing to help improve education in your area, visit our website.

www.flatottery.com
C? 2004 Ffonda Lottery

When you play, wc all win.
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STATE NEWS
Court Rejects Death Appeal In Bethune
Cookman Student Killing---------------------DAYTONA BEACH,
Fla. (AP) - A man facing
the death penalty lost a fed
eral appeal on Jan. 5 for
killing a Bethune-Cookman student outside a deli
run by the victim's family.
A three-judge panel of
the 11th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals rejected claims
that James Eugene Hunter
was inadequately repre
sented by the public defen-

der’s office. The Florida
Supreme Court had previ
ously ruled against Hunter.
Calls for comment to the
state attorney's office and
Hunter's attorney were not
immediately returned.
Hunter, 34, who led a
group of four robbers, was
condemned for the shoot
ing death of Wayne Simp
son, 19, a student at Flori
da's largest private black

college, outside the Munch
Shop near campus in Sep
tember 1992.
Simpson was the last
of the four students to be
shot after being forced to
the ground. All four
wounded students ran up
the stairs of a nearby apart
ment building desperately
looking for help, but the
bullet through Simpson's
back ricocheted through his

lung and heart.
Simpson collapsed and
told the others, “I'm going
to die."
Hunter's group had
robbed a bicyclist at gun
point in DeLand just before
driving to Daytona Beach.
The robbers' car was
stopped in Ormond Beach
within an hour of the
killing.

Dr. Reed Serves As MLK Parade Grand
Marshal----- -------- --------------------------------DAYTONA BEACH,
Fla. - Bethune-Cookman
College President Dr.
Trudie Kibbe Reed served
as Grand Marshal for the
City of Daytona’ Beach’s
Martin Luther King Day
Parade this past Monday.
"This is indeed an hon
or,” Dr. Reed said before
the parade. "I look forward
to representing the great
Bethune-Cookman College
as we pay tribute to one of
the most significant leaders
in our country’s history."
For the event, the

College community was
active with a growing num
ber of organizations partic
ipating in the three-mile
parade that proceeded on
Martin Luther King Blvd.
alongside the campus.
Among those who par
ticipated:
Tra-co-Dram
(The Mary McLeod Beth
une Players), Orchesis
Dance Ensemble, Zeta Phi
Beta, Inc., Campus Chapter
of the NAACP, BethuneCookman College AmericCorps, Bethune-Cookman
College Future Teachers,

Project Pericles and the
Young Periclean Society.
"We’re pulling out all
the stops to have the
College’s strongest show
ing ever in the parade,”
said Dr. Claudette McFad
den. "It’s important to
show our commitment to
the community. If our stu
dents aren’t in the parade,
then they’ll come out of
their dorms rooms and sup
port it."
Community activity
plays a key role in the mis
sion of the College. Re-

cently, the College played
host to the inaugural
Charles W. Cherry Holiday
Community
Festival,
bringing hundreds of resi
dents to the campus for a
day of fun and festivities.
Dr. Reed has also reinstat
ed the monthly community
meeting - a fixture of
founder Dr. Mary McLeod
Bethune’s administration at the Richard V. Moore
Community Center to share
not only her vision for the
College, but for the sur
rounding area.

mayors, commissioners and
other elected officials shuf
fle their calendars to attend
the event.
The
Zora
Neale
Hurston Festival of the Arts
and Humanities is an annu
al celebration in Eatonville
- the nation's oldest incor
porated black municipality,
having been established in
1887. This multi-discipli
nary, multi-day celebration
of the arts and humanities is
organized and presented by
The Association to Pre
serve the Eatonville Com
munity, Inc. (P.E.C.), a
membership-based, tax ex
empt, historic preservation
organization established in
1988. The festival has been
a celebrated event of the
Central Florida community
since 1988 and attracts over
50,000 locals and tourists.
For information, visit
www.zorafestival.com or
call (407) 647-3307.

Zora
from front page

Winans will be the featured
entertainment this year.
According to NY
Nathiri, the festival's gener
al manager, "The festival is
an exciting multi-cultural,
multi-disciplinary celebra
tion of the arts which cele
brates Zora Neale Hurston,
the Town of Eatonville and
the entire central Florida
area." She continued, "The
event is symbolic of some
of the most significant
facets of our history. The
festival culminates just two
days before Black History
Month begins, so it's an
ideal pre-cursor to this
Zora Neale Hurston (1891-1960), author of "Their
observance as well."
Eyes Were Watching God," is now recognized for her
The event has attracted
influence during the Harlem Renaissance.
past participation from
notable luminaries such as erary figure in U.S. acade also has the support of the
local tourism organizations,
actors Ossie Davis, Ruby mia.
The festival currently theme parks, major corpo
Dee, Cicely Tyson, Danny
generates
in excess of $1 rations and political enti
Glover and Richard Roundtree; vocalists A1 Jarreau million of revenue, an ties. Leading state and local
and Jeffrey Osborne; author impressive start for a small officials, as well as con
Alice Walker; poet Ntozake organization. The event gressional representatives,
Shange, historian John
Hope Franklin and more.
Walker was instrumental in
the establishment of the
first event and is credited
Pay your loans with
phone
for popularizing Zora
how!
Neale Hurston in an article
in Ms. magazine, "In
Search of Our Mothers'
Call
Gardens" written in ‘the
1970's, where she chroni
cled the author's life and
at (727) 865-3688
praised her literary works.
or
Today, Zora Neale Hurston
Linda Mobley
is the 23rd most taught lit1-877-977-3374, ext. 104 or 105
President

Can’t afford to pay your student
loans?
one

call.

Find out

EDUCATED FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS

Inmate Dies In Jacksonville, Fla. Jail,
Third Person To Die In Custody Since
December------------------------ —--------------JACKSONVILLE,
Fla. (AP) - A jail inmate
collapsed in his cell and
later died at a hospital,
becoming the third man to
die in police custody in
Jacksonville in less than six
weeks.
Officers asked Rafael
Souffront, 35, to come out
of his cell to be fingerprint
ed- when he collapsed on
Jan. 9, said Jacksonville
Sheriffs Office spokesman
Ken Jefferson.
“The preliminary in
vestigation shows no alter-

cation with correctional
personnel or any other
inmate," he said.
Souffront was taken to
Shands Jacksonville hospi
tal where he died, and a
medical examiner was to
determine his cause of
death. He had been arrested
earlier in the day at a dif
ferent hospital, where wit
nesses said he punched a
nurse (after being told he
would have to wait to
receive care.
Souffront's stepmother,
Clara Souffront, said he

had been very ill with cir
rhosis. Police said he had
gone to the hospital com
plaining that he couldn't
sleep and needed a Ever
transplant.
Souffront is the third
inmate to die in police cus
tody in Jacksonville since
Dec. 3. Unlike Souffront,
Sammie Lee Evans, 49,
and Ezra Jones, 29, were
involved in physical con
frontations with officers.
Evans and Jones were
black, and their deaths
sparked a march by protest-

ers who said they were out
raged by the department's
treatment
of arrested
blacks. Kaleb Underwood,
a white rookie officer who
pushed Evans to the ground
while trying to handcuff
him, resigned after investi
gators found he used exces
sive force in an unrelated
incident.
Souffront was white.
The FBI and U.S. At
torney’s Office are investi
gating the deaths to deter
mine if Evans' or Jones'
civil rights were violated.

Jury Finds State DCF At Fault In 1996
Death Of 3-Year-Old STARKE, Fla. (AP) - sentenced to 30 years in
A Bradford County jury prison. Jurors awarded
found the state Department $250,000 to Ciara's father,
of Children & Families 100 William Floyd, the same
percent at fault on Jan. 5 in amount he was seeking in
the death of a 3-year-old the lawsuit, The Florida
girl left in an abusive Times-Union reported on
its Web site.
home.
DCF officials did not
Ciara Floyd, 3, was
beaten to death by her immediately say whether
mother's boyfriend in 1996, they would appeal the ver
a month after the girl's dict.
“We are reviewing the
father took her to Shands
jury's
decision and are
Hospital in Gainesville
with bruises on her chest exploring our legal op
and back. A state child tions," DCF spokesman
abuse investigator said Tim Bottcher said in a
there was not enough evi statement.
DCF's lawyer said in
dence to remove the child
closing arguments that the
from her mother's home.
The boyfriend, Larry investigator, Janice Joiner,
Christopher Noegel, had had no recourse under the
pleaded guilty to second- law but to leave Ciara with
degree murder and was her mother. Deputy Attor-

ney General Denis Dean said.
“Would you have to
said in defending DCF that
have
more information
there were no doctor's re
ports from Shands indicat than that?" Bates asked
jurors. “Ms. Joiner, she
ing abuse.
“Without that, there wants to see a knife stick
were
no
reasonable ing out of your neck."
Bates asked jurors to
grounds to justify the
Ciara's
father
removal of Ciara," Dean award
$250,000,
more
than
twice
said. “Whether she'd like to
do something, whether she the state cap of $100,000,
has a feeling, she has to fol for negligence claims
low the law. It'd be great if against state agencies.
Bates said no amount of
she had a crystal ball."
But Floyd's lawyer said money could ever compen
the bruises on the child's sate Floyd for losing his
chest and back, an admitted daughter, who would now
domestic battery by her be 11 years old.
Dean called Floyd's
mother's boyfriend and a
death
a “tragedy" but urged
verified abuse report in
volving another child jurors not to “let the
should have prompted tragedy of her death be
Ciara's removal from the compounded by blaming
home, attorney Val Bates Janice Joiner."

Student Loans Interest Rates On The Rise
Interest rates are at an
all time low (2.875-4.33).
However, the current rates
will increase dramatically
by July 1 of this year. Rates
can go as high as 8.0 - 8.25.
Why pay more interest than
you have to.' Act now
before time runs out.
Students and alumni
are not aware of the many
options that they have
available. This is where we
come into play. Educated
Financial Solutions, Inc. is
a student loan debt man
agement consulting firm.
We assist graduating sen
iors, alumni, drop-outs, and
parents with Stafford
Loans understand the real
life impact this particular
debt obligation will have
on their future. Our servic-

es include debt manage
ment presentations as well
as one-on-one consulta
tions. Many are not aware
of their rights that will pre
vent them from delinquen
cy and default. These
include their right to defer
ment, forbearance, forgive
ness, and consolidation.
We will work with you to
have a repayment solution
that is affordable, and if
necessary, we can help you
temporarily postpone re
payment.
We will be happy to
consult with you and give
you a free loan analysis.
Many borrowers do not
realize the seriousness that
delinquency and default
can have on their credit.
We can assist with this as

well to help improve your
credit score. If you have
bad credit, and you have
student loans, we are here
for you.
We have over 9 years
of experience, and we
come highly recommended
by students, financial aid
staff, and parents. Don’t
pout you student loans on
the back burner. Higher
interest rates can cost you

much more in interest.
Visit us on our web
address at www.Educated
fs.com, or call us (727)
865-3688. Out of area
callers call us at 1-877977-3374 ext. 104 or 105.
We will be happy to pro
vide you with free excel
lent service.
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NATIONAL NEWS
Black
from front page

American executives who
have attained the rank of
CEO are:
• Kenneth I. Chenault,
Chairman and CEO, Amer
ican Express
• Erroll B. Davis Jr.,
Chairman and CEO, Alliant Energy
• Reginald E. Davis,
CEO, Wachovia
• W.H. "Bill" Easter III,
Chairman, CEO, and Presi
dent, Duke Energy Field
Services
• Ann M. Fudge,
Chairman and CEO, Young
& Rubicam Brands
• Arthur "Art” H.
Harper, CEO and Presi
dent,
GE
Equipment
Services
• Carl Horton, CEO
and President, The Absolut
Spirit Company Inc.
• Aylwin Lewis, Presi
dent and CEO, KMart
• Renetta McCann,
CEO, Starcom Americas
• E. Stanley O'Neal,
Chairman, CEO, and Presi

dent, Merrill Lynch & Co.
• Clarence Otis Jr.,
CEO, Darden Restaurants
• Dan Packer, CEO and
President, Entergy New
Orleans
• Richard D. Parsons,
Chairman and CEO, Time
Warner
• Franklin D. Raines,
former Chairman and CEO
of Fannie Mae
• Pamela ThomasGraham, CEO and Presi
dent, CNBC
• John W. Thompson,
Chairman and CEO, Sy
mantec Corp.
• Lloyd G. Trotter,
CEO and President, GE
Consumer and Industrial
• R.L. "Bob" Wood,
Chairman,
CEO,
and
President, Crompton Corp.
Ten companies have
multiple executives on the
list. - General Electric - the
parent company of NBCleads the way with four,
followed by Xerox with
three. Eight companies
have two executives on the
list: Duke Energy, Fannie
Mae, FedEx Express Corp.,

Ford Motor Co., General
Mills, McDonald's USA,
Starwood Hotels & Resorts
Worldwide Inc., and Wa
chovia.
In a corporate environ
ment that is often inhos
pitable to black profession
als, these top executives
say the number of blacks
who reside in comer
offices will continue to
grow. "I think it's extreme
ly positive that we have a
number of African Ameri
can CEOs, presidents, and
chief operating officers of
major corporations as
effective role models," says
Ronald A. Williams, presi
dent of the $17.9 billion
Aetna Inc. "And it helps
organizations focus on
becoming more of a [meri
tocracy], where people can
be judged on the basis of
the value they create and
not on the basis of their
race or ethnicity."
Paula Madison, presi
dent and general manager
of Los Angeles-based
KNBC and regional man
ager for two Telemundo

stations, sums up her phi
losophy of the advance
ment of blacks, particularly
women, simply: "The im
portant thing is to continue
getting us into the pipeline
and have us positioned so
that as more executive
positions become avail
able, we're poised and
ready to take advantage of
the opportunities."
"The corporate leaders
on our inaugural list of top
black managers set a stan
dard of excellence that
many of the executives on
our 2005 list were chal
lenged to match-and ex
ceed. We are confident that
today's black corporate
elite will do the same for
future generations of
African American corpo
rate
achievers,"
says
Graves.
The selection criteria
and comprehensive profiles
of the 75 Most Powerful
African Americans in
Corporate America is avail
able in the February issue
of Black Enterprise, now
available on newsstands.

Students: Apply Now For The Fourth
Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Summer
Internship Program------------------- -----------The U.S. Department
of Education announced
today that it will offer sum
mer internships to as many
as 10 outstanding under
graduate and graduate stu
dents under the Martin
Luther King Jr. Scholars
Program.
Applications
must be postmarked no
later than Jan. 21.
Scholars will be as
signed to the Office of the
Secretary and immediate
offices of the assistant sec
retaries of education at the
Department's headquarters
in Washington, D.C. There,
they will assist in a variety
of key education projects to
give them exposure to the
development of govern
ment and public policy in a
cabinet-level agency.
"This program is a fit
ting tribute to Dr. King and
his efforts to encourage
young people to pursue
education as a means to
improve their lives and
promote equal opportunity
for all," said U.S. Secretary
of Education Rod Paige.
"These outstanding stu
dents will have a unique
chance to come to Wash
ington and observe govern
ment and education policy

firsthand."
Selected students will
be designated as Martin
Luther King Jr. Scholars
and receive temporary fed
eral appointments for an
eight-week period, June
13-Aug. 5. The time period
may be extended for an
additional four weeks on a
case-by-case basis. Schol
ars will be hired at grades
GS-4, 5,7, or 9 (correspon
ding pay range of $11.82 to
$20.04 per hour), depend
ing on qualifications and
education level completed. Scholars will assist
with a variety of projects
related to critical education
programs and initiatives,
doing analysis, policy de
velopment, legal and other
work designed to provide
developmental experiences
and exposure to govern
ment and public policy.
The program is open to
continuing juniors and sen
iors as well as graduate stu
dents who are enrolled on a
full-time basis in an ac
credited undergraduate or
graduate degree program
and who have plans to reg
ister for the fall semester.
Graduating baccalaureate,
master's, or doctoral stu

dents who are not enrolled
and continuing their educa
tion in the academic semes
ter following the summer
internship are not consid
ered "continuing students"
and are not eligible.
Students from any field
of study in good academic
standing with a minimum
grade point average of 3.3
are welcome to apply.
The
announcement
will be posted through Jan.
21 on the Martin Luther
King Jr. Scholars Web site
(http://www.ed.gov/programs/mlk/), the U. S.
Office of Personnel Man
agement's USAJobs Web
site
(www.usajobs.opm
.gov), and Studentjobs.gov
(www.studentjobs.gov).
Applicants will be
notified of their acceptance
to the program by March
30. Students desiring to be
Martin Luther King Jr.
Scholars will be required to
submit:
• A resume or OF-612
application form (http://
www.opm.gov/forms/pdf_f
ill/of612.pdf)
• Proof of continuing
enrollment (transcript or
letter from the registrar)
• Proof of good aca

demic standing (transcript)
• Two academic refer
ences (name, title, contact
information)
• Brief essay (500
words) on the link between
education policy and the
philosophy of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. as ex
pressed in the following
quotation: "And a man has
not begun to live until he
can rise above the narrow
confines of his own indi
vidual concerns to the
broader concerns of all
humanity." (Martin Luther
King Jr., "The Three
Dimensions of a Complete
Life," in A Knock at
Midnight: Inspiration from
the Great Sermons of
Reverend Martin Luther
King Jr., edited by Clayborne Carson and Peter
Holloran, New York: War
ner Books, Inc., 1998); and
• A one-page cover let
ter on why the student
wishes to be a Martin
Luther King Jr. Scholar and
what he or she has accom
plished or plans to accom
plish that embraces Dr.
King's philosophies.
For more information,
visit www.ed.gov.

Civil Rights Pioneer Dead At 76
by Jeffrey McMurray
Associated Press Writer
WASHINGTON (AP)
- James Forman, a civil
rights pioneer credited with
organizing the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee, has died of
colon cancer, his son said
last Tuesday. He was 76.
Forman died on Jan. 10
at a hospice in Washington,
where he has lived for sev
eral years. Forman's son,
Chaka Esmond Fanon
Forman, said his father had
been fighting cancer since
1991 and was surrounded
by friends and family
members when he died.
“He went very peace
fully, just stopped breath-

Pictured here, civil rights activist, James Forman
speaks at a Martin Luther King celebration event in
2004 at California State University.
ing," Forman said in an
interview with The Associ
ated Press. “He was in no
pain and no suffering."
A native of Chicago
who grew up in Mississip
pi, Forman participated in

the “Freedom Rides" in
which supporters traveled
across the South to bring
attention to black struggle
for equal treatment with
whites, sometimes staging
sit-ins and other acts of

civil disobedience.
In the mid-1960s, For
man used his post as exec
utive secretary of the
Student Nonviolent Coor
dinating Committee to
strengthen the resolve of
civil rights protesters and
seek slavery reparations for
blacks.
Dorie Ladner, a long
time friend and neighbor
for several years in Wash
ington, said Forman left his
mark on the civil rights
movement.
“He was very intelli
gent, a learned man with
zeal for justice and equali
ty," Ladner said. “He was
fearless."

Time Inc. To Acquire Majority Of
Essence Communications Partners-----NEW YORK - Time
Inc. has signed a non-bind
ing agreement to acquire
the portion of Essence
Communications Partners,
publisher of Essence maga
zine, that it does not
already own.
• Financial terms of the
transaction were not dis
closed.
Ann Moore, Chairman
and CEO of Time Inc.,
said, "We’ve been delight
ed with our investment in
Essence Communications
and our overall relationship
with them. It’s a terrific
company with a great deal
of talent and a wonderful
brand. There has always

been a mutual understand
ing between us that if they
ever wanted to sell the
remaining interest, . we
wanted to purchase it. So,
we’re especially pleased
with this development."
Ed Lewis, Chairman
and CEO of Essence Com
munications and Publisher
of Essence magazine, said,
"Time Inc. has distin
guished itself by recogniz
ing the impact of AfricanAmericans on a global
scale; and their influence
within the cultural land
scape. Thanks to our part
nership with Time Inc.,
Essence Communications
is a stronger, more compet

itive publisher. Once the
deal has been approved and
we become a full-fledged
member of the Time Inc.
family, we’re looking for
ward
to
aggressively
broadening the scope of the
Essence brand and pene
trating new markets around
the world. It will give me
great pride and comfort to
know that Essence will be
secure for generations to
come and that its prospects
for even greater success
will be brighter than ever."
After the transaction is
completed, as non-execu
tive Chairman and Founder
of Essence, Lewis will con
tinue to promote the

Essence brand by repre
senting it with advertisers,
professional organizations
and at industry and adver
tising events. Michelle
Ebanks, currently Group
Publisher, will become
President of Essence Com
munications.
The closing of the
transaction is subject to the
negotiation of definitive
agreements and customary
closing conditions, includ
ing any necessary regulato
ry approvals and the
approval by Time Warner’s
Board of Directors,

PLEASE E-MAIL ALL ADS TO:
smfaith @ tampabay.rr.com

li NeecL to:
■
■SSI

® Share tne news
® Prepare for baby’s arrival

H I
But first,

# Get cute clotkes

• See a healthcare provider.
Start prenatal care the moment youflnd out you're pregnant Don't miss your prenatal visits—they’re a way to help
you and your baby stay healthy.

Please Support Our Paper by
Patronizing Our Advertisers

• Set the rules for sleep time.
No matter what you've heard, always place babies on their backs when they sleep. Make this the rule for grandparents

and everyone who cares for the baby.

• Learn more about Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS).
For example, babies who become overheated are at higher risk (or SIDS or “crib death." So, don't put more than one

layer of clothing or a single blanket on your child.

“Change
yourself slow
ly and cheer
fully.
Conditions
will change
immediately
and unimag
inably.”

- Sri Chinmoy

THE
RiHaTRWIAkTE
COMBO

MID PENINSULA SEAFOOD
MARKET A RESTAURANT
400 - 49th St South
St. Petersburg, FL

GROUPER, SCALLOPS, SHRIMP,
CRABCAKE, COLESLAW,
CORNPUPPIES, CHOICE OF
FRIES OR RICE.
DID WE FORGET ANYTHING?

327- 8309
328- 8309

SXS.99

Mon.-Sat. 11 AM to 9 PM
Sunday ... Gone Fishin1

• If you smoke, stop.
Smoking puts you and your baby at risk for marfy health problems.

Secondhand smoke can also be dangerous. So, ask your friends and

family not to smoke around you while you’re pregnant or

when the baby comes home.

• Never drink alcohol or use Illegal drugs.
There are no safe amounts of alcohol or illegal drugs. If you need help, there

are places for you to go.

lb receive more information on keeping you and your baby healthy,
please call 1-800-323-4769.
Sponsored by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, office of Minority Health

WHERE THE LOCALS BUY .

FOR OVER 21. YEARS

I

10

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 20 - 26, 2005

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
Rice Links Iraq Withdrawal To Security
bv Anne Gearan
AP Diplomatic Writer
WASHINGTON-Sec
retary of State nominee
Condoleezza Rice told sen
ators on Tuesday that a
U.S. exit strategy from Iraq
depends on that country's
ability to defend itself
against terrorists after this
month's elections. She
vowed to work to ease ties
with allies frayed by U.S.
policy there.
"The world is coming
together behind the idea
that we have to succeed in
Iraq," she asserted at a con
firmation hearing on her
nomination to replace
Colin Powell in the top for
eign policy post.
Stepping out from her
largely behind-the-scenes
role as President Bush's
national security adviser,
Rice said she could not
give Congress a timetable
for American disengage
ment.
“The goal is to get the
mission accomplished,"
Rice told the Senate
Foreign Relations Commit
tee. "We're right now
focused on security for the
(Jan. 30) election."
Rice said spreading
democracy through the
Middle East remains a top
administration foreign-pol
icy objective and said the
Palestinian election earlier
this month following the
death of Yasser Arafat
offers "a moment of oppor
tunity."
But Rice also said Pal
estinian leaders need to do
more to end acts of terror
ism against Israel, saying
peace hopes will be dashed
if such violence continues.
She raised the possibility

Secretary of State-designate Condoleezza Rice testi
fied on Capitol Hill Tuesday, Jan. 18, before the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee hearing on her
nomination. "The world is coming together behind
the idea that we have to succeed in Iraq," she assert
ed.
AP Photo/Dennis Cook

that Bush might name an
envoy to the Palestinians,
but said timing was an is
sue. "No one has objections
in principle" to such an
envoy, she said, but Rice
added that "it is a question
over whether that is appro
priate" at this time.
While the confirmation
of Rice was all but assured,
committee Democrats used
the hearing to vent criti
cism of Bush Iraq policies.
Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass.,
the unsuccessful 2004
Democratic presidential
candidate,
challenged
Rice's claim that the right
number of troops were in
Iraq and criticized the
administration's postwar
policies.
"We do have some big
tactical challenges to get to
the strategic goals that we
have," she replied. The
course of U.S. policy on
Iraq "was always going to
have ups and downs," Rice
said.
If confirmed, Rice, 50,
would be the first black
woman, and only the sec

ond
woman
after
Madeleine Albright, to be
America's'top diplomat.
Rice said there remain
"outposts of tyranny" in the
world that require close
attention, citing North
Korea, Iran, Cuba, Belarus,
Zimbabwe and Myanmar,
also known as Burma.
"We must remain unit
ed in insisting that Iran and
North Korea abandon their
nuclear weapons ambitions
and choose instead the path
of peace," she added.
Rice cited her back
ground, growing up in seg
regated Birmingham, Ala.,
the granddaughter of a poor
cotton farmer. "I am espe
cially indebted to those
who fought and sacrificed
in the civil rights move
ment so that I could be here
today," said Rice, who like
Powell, is black.
She praised Powell as
"my friend and mentor."
Powell was often out of
step with Bush's inner cir
cle.
Rice, who is Bush's
most trusted foreign policy

confidante, pledged to
engage in a major bout of
"public diplomacy in all of
its forms" if confirmed.
"The time for diploma
cy is now," she said in a
remark that appeared
aimed at critics who accuse
the administration of go-italone tactics.
That brought a sharp
retort from the panel's sen
ior Democrat, Sen. Joseph
Biden of Delaware: "The
time for diplomacy is long
overdue."
Biden told her the
United States is "paying a
heavy price" for the admin
istration's policy in Iraq.
Rice insisted that the
administration's actions in
the aftermath of the Sept.
11, 2001 terror attacks - in
cluding wars in Afghan
istan and Iraq - were "diffi
cult, and necessary and
right."
Under
questioning,
Rice also:
• Said the administra
tion was paying close
attention "to the progress or
lack of thereof of democra
cy" in Russia under
President Vladimir Putin.
Bush meets with Putin on a
trip to Europe next month.
• Agreed with Sen.
Christopher Dodd, DConn., that the United
States needs to do more to
fight drug trafficking and
support democratic and
economic
reforms
in
Central and South America,
citing "grave challenges to
some of these regimes."
• Said that the Dec. 26
Asian tsunami presented a
"wonderful opportunity"
for the United States to
reach out to countries in the
Muslim world and build

goodwill, a remark that
Sen. Barbara Boxer, DCalif., branded as insensi
tive to the widespread
deaths and destruction
caused.
The opening hours of
Rice's confirmation hearing
were dominated by Iraq.
Sen. Russ Feingold, DWis., called administration
foreign policy "misguided
and self defeating."
Biden said the adminis
tration must "level with the
American people" over an
exit strategy and whether
U.S. troop levels there are
adequate.
"I would not presume
to try to give the president
military advice, but I do
believe that he got good
military advice and I do
believe that the plan and
the forces that we went in
with were appropriate to
the task," Rice said.
But she also acknowl
edged that "we did meet
with some unforeseen cir
cumstances."
Sen. Chqck Hagel, a
Nebraska Republican who
has been skeptical of the
administration's Iraq poli
cies, pressed her further on
an exit strategy.
Declining to offer a
timetable, she told Hagel,
"Our role is directly pro
portional to how capable
the Iraqis are" in complet
ing a security force.
"We have to help them get
there," she said.
Foreign
Relations
Committee
Chairman
Richard Lugar, R-Ind.,
opened Tuesday's hearing
with warm words about
Rice, calling her "highly
qualified."

Sudanese Government,
Groups Reach Agreement----bv Sarah El Deeb
Associated Press Writer
CAIRO, Egypt - After
recently making peace with
southern rebels, Sudan's
government sealed a recon
ciliation deal with an um
brella opposition group that
ends a 16-year conflict and
strengthens efforts to spread
democracy in Africa's larg
est country.
The government's deal
with the Eritrean-headquar
tered National Democratic
Alliance follows last week's
signing in Nairobi of a peace
treaty to end the 21-year
Southern civil war, which
killed 2 million people and
displaced 4 million more
from their homes.
The latest deal, which
was initialed here on Sunday
and will be finalized with a
major ceremony in Cairo on
Feb. 12, was witnessed by
Sudanese and NDA leaders
plus Egyptian officials, in
cluding intelligence chief
Omar Suleiman.
NDA spokesman Hatem
al-Sir Ali said the agreement
"complements the southern
agreement" and focuses on
"entrenching freedom and
democracy" in Sudan.
"It is a real and impor
tant addition that also pro
vides popular ... support for
the Nairobi agreement," he
added.
It was unclear how this
agreement would affect ef
forts to resolve the 2-year
Darfur conflict or the imple
mentation of the southern
deal.
"All parties and founda
tions need to commit to
achieving unity and making
it a viable option," Ali said.
The NDA was formed in
1989 in response to the coup
that saw Sudanese President
Omar el-Bashir seize power

Members of the New Sudan Police practice a drill,
Tiiesday, Jan. 18 in Rumbek in southern Sudan. The
top United Nations envoy to Sudan, Jan Pronk, arrived
in the country's southern rebel stronghold Tuesday to
negotiate the deployment of a peacekeeping force to
monitor an accord that officially ended 21 years of civil
war in the region.
AP Photo/Karel Prinsloo

At the end of that peri
from Sudan's last democrati
cally elected prime minister, od, the 10 southern states
will hold a referendum on
Sadiq el-Mahdi.
The alliance comprises independence.
The NDA agreement,
13 political groups opposed
to el-Bashir's Islamic-orient- which followed talks that
ed government Some of the began with the government
groups have military wings, in December 2003, was ini
including the main southern tialed by Sudan's federal
group, the Sudan People's government minister, Nafie
Liberation Army. It also Ali Nafie, and NDA vice
includes more than 50 pro president Gen. Abdel Rah
fessional unions and syndi man Saed. It calls for abol
ishing emergency laws, sta
cates.
Some armed groups tutes restricting freedoms,
fought alongside the SPLA and establishing new laws
in southern Sudan, but also for Sudanese political par
carried out a range of sabo ties.
tage attacks and other lowerIt also seeks equitable
level violence against the participation of the opposi
Sudanese forces in northern tion in Sudan's government
and eastern areas of the and forms a joint committee
country, mainly during the to discuss how many NDA
1990s.
members will participate in
The SPLA has been in federal and local govern
engaged in separate talks ments during the six-year
with the government since transitional period.
1997, leading to this month's
The NDA's opposition
peace deal that calls for an parties will also return to
autonomous south with its Sudan after 16-years exiled
own army, national power in Eritrea, Egypt and Saudi
and wealth sharing, religious Arabia.
freedom and a new constitu
tion during a six-year inter
im period.

OBITUARIES
ST PETERSBURG
RITES

DAVIS, BEATRICE GLA
DYS, 90, died January 7, 2005.
Survivors include one daughter,
Mary E. Fowler; one sister,
Abbie Mae Macafee; three
grandchildren,
Dante
A.

(Lanora) Fowler, Lawana K.
(LeRonn) Trotter and Ebony D.
Fowler; seven great grandchil
dren, Lamont Webb, JaVonta
and Jarmeisha Trotter, Dante
Fowler, Jr., Donterio and
Cameron Fowler and Dezhon
Edwards; and several nieces,
nephews, cousins and friends.
Smith Funeral Home, St.
Petersburg.
HARDEN, GERALDINE
W., 73, died January 13, 2005.
Survivors include three sisters,
Marilyn (Richard) Johnson,
Barbara Barrington and Clare
Brown; three brothers, David
(Jackie) Smith, Henry (Naomi)
Smith and Henry Jackson; six
stepdaughters; and several
nephews, cousins, other family
and friends. McRae Funeral
Home, St. Petersburg.

HARPER, DAISY ANN,
72, died January 5, 2005.
Survivors include her husband,
Willie A. Harper; six daughters,
Deloris Harper, Lilita (Gerald)
Stickle,
Sheryl Anderson,
Chrisandra
Harris,
Dezra
Flournoy and Denay Flournoy;
two sons, Willie Harper and
John Coley; 17 grandchildren;
25 great grandchildren; two
brothers, two sisters; and several
nieces, nephews, cousins, other
relatives and friends. McRae

Petersburg.

LEVERETT, ANDREA A.
FARLEY, 47, died December
29, 2004. Survivors include
three sons, Xavier Farley,
Faquan Farley and Adam J.
Garrett; one sister; three broth
ers; and several aunts, nieces,
nephews, cousins and friends.
McRae Funeral Home, St.

MUNN, CORINE BAKER,
89, died January 8, 2005.
Survivors include one sister,
Elizabeth Stephens; one son,
Andrew V. Munn; two brothers,
Horace Baker and Jesse
(Dorothy) Baker; one grand-

Now Open in St. Pete
Serenity Memorial
Funeral Home, Inc.

SMITH
FUNERAL HOME
SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987
Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services
Cremation
World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries
We arrange Military Honors and
Serve All National Cemeteries
for Veterans
“Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours”
Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

727-894-22661 FAX 821-8728
1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

daughter, Heather Munn-Cuth
bert; one great grandson, Stanley
Leon Cuthbert, Jr.; and several
nieces, nephews, cousins and
friends. Smith Funeral Home,
St. Petersburg.
NELSON, DONTREL, JR.,
two months, died January 3,
2005. Survivors include his par
ents, Keyata Weaver and Dontrel

Funeral Home, St. Petersburg.

“One Funeral Home
in Two Locations

Elder L.

Serenity South
3301 - 5th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: (727) 322-1670
Fax: (727) 322-1680 ’

Lavelle

Thomas,
Sr.

Founder/

Executive

Director

Available
24 Hours

Pastor
Daniel B.

Savage HI

Serenity North
823 N.E. 5th St. (Hwy. 44)
P.O. Box 1334-34423
Crystal River, FL
Phone: (352) 564-1408
Fax: (352) 564-1401
“The Community’s Lighthouse
in the Time of Distress"

Nelson, Sr.; his maternal grand
parents, Angela Pleas and
Michael Weaver; his maternal
great grandparents, Teretha and
Wallace Pleas; his paternal
grandfather, Robert Langsters;
and several other family mem
bers. Smith Funeral Home, St.
Petersburg.

"It's all taken care of"
These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.

Executive

Vice
President

Toll Free
North
1-866-890-1400
South
1-866-309-8297

i Are You a Veteran? Then, This is For You!
i-------- - _
vVe are offering

So that your funeral is fully funded and won't be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today's cost.

McRae Funeral Home

FREE CASKETS

1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

for Veterans, their Spouses and
Immediate Family Members

(727) 895-6005

This is not an offer of the Veteran’s Administration.
This offer is good at Serenity Memorial Funeral Homejnc.
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church
"Be wise, trust God in
2005."

for another chance to bless

aged and your spirit re

that wonderful name of

vived and renewed!

Greetings in the name
of our Lord and Savior,

Jesus.

Jesus Christ. Make plans to
join us this Sunday for

"Old

Fashion

Worship

Service." Pull out those
bonnets, aprons and shoes

Upcoming events:

Church School will

Let’s all get involved

follow at 9:30 a.m. You are

in our upcoming "80th

encouraged to join us as we

Church Anniversary.”
The "Super Bowl Tea"

collectively learn more of
the Word of God together.

Our

will be held on Saturday,

contemporary

Feb. 5. Join us in a good

of yesterday. We plan to

worship service is at 11

time as we put on a push

give thanks for the many

a.m. Join us for a good time

on for the "2005 Cham

blessings provided then

in the Lord. The Youth

pions.” You don’t want to

and now. We have come a
long way, and sometimes

Choir will minister in song

miss

throughout the day with the

worship services sched

its good to look back and

songs of old. Pastor Wil

reminisce,

where God has brought us

liams will proclaim the
Word of God. Make a new

uled for Feb. 20. Our
speakers are on fire, and

from and thankfulness for

start. Come join us in wor

rious time in the Lord.

where we are today. Praise

ship at Zion as we begin a

Get ready, get involved

God for His wonderful

new year giving all glory to
God!

and be a part of this great
celebration.

Other ministries in
clude:

Looking for a church

remembering

grace and mercy unto all of
us.
Pastor

Clarence

A.

Williams and the Mt. Zion

the

culminating

we are anticipating a glo

home? We extend an invi
tation to you to join us. We

Church family cordially in

• Monday - Bible Stu
dy, 6 p.m.

vite you to attend worship

• Wednesday - Early

of God, and the Holy Spirit

services with us at 919 -

morning prayer 6:30 a.m.;

20th St. S. Our doors are

Vintage Bible Study, 11

reigns. We’d love to have
you!

always open to everyone.

a.m. Join us for our new

Thought for the week:

Come be a part this Sunday

services: Hour of Prayer, 6

"No matter what the situa

or just anytime during the

p.m.; Hour of Power, 7

month. Join us at 7:30 a.m.
for our early morning ser

p.m. If you’re in need of a

tion or circumstance, al
ways remember GOD is in

mid-week lift, join us for

Control."

vice as we lift our voices in

two power-packed hours.

praise and sing hallelujah

Your heart will be encour-

as a church share the love

participants who came out

The joys of Christian

A clarion call for the

1991 at her home. The late

to help us celebrate the tal

fellowship is being experi

church family to partici

Kha Frances Dennard con

Missionary

ents and stewardship of

enced at New Philadelphia

pate in a massive clean-up

tinued the tradition at fam

Baptist Church prayerfully

through mid-week Bible

campaign to prepare one of

ily’s bookstore. This year’s

invite you to worship ser

John Frazier. Truly, John
Frazier, you are one of

church properties for occu

vices with us at 3300 - 31st

God's jewel diamonds that

pancy.

affair was best in its 14year history.

St. S. We also invite you to

He has plucked from the

friends are growing spiritu
ally through a collective

all other church-related

harvest to bless HIS PEO

study of book entitled,

quested to join property

functions dining the week.

PLE!!!! Don't let anyone

“The Purpose Driven Life”

ministry at this residence to

snuff out your light brother;

by

This

get it ready for immediate

ue to focus on “God’s
Grace.” The pastor will use

Sr.,

Pastor John A. Evans,
first family and

Friendship

The first worship ser

Jesus-filled week!

you

Study.

Members

and

Rick Warren.

On Saturday at

noon, members are re

Sermonic proclama
tion on Sunday .will contin

vice begins at 7:45 a.m.

we

at

inspired group of Christian

inspection. Cleaning sup

principles of Biblical her

with our own Youth Choir

Friendship!!!!! Be blessed,

believers have committed

plies will be at the site.

meneutics in offering a the

and ushers serving in min

because you are a blessing

to offering the “first-forty”

New Philadelphia con

istry along with the dea

to all who hear you lift up

days of the new year to a

veys Christian commenda

“2005 - Year of Grace”

cons doing the devotion.

Jesus Christ in song and

serious and sacred study of

tions to the public for their

theme at New Philadelphia.

Please come out and help

this book. Plans are being

faithful participation in

Members are urged to be

our children serve the Lord

praise!! Worship on, broth
er!!!!!

made to study another of

MLK Salad Festival. This

present and prompt for

as well. They love Jesus

Please come out and

Warren’s works entitled,

annual event was initiated

Wisdom School at 10 a.m.

Christ, too!!! They just

encourage with us one God

“The

Driven

by the late Verdya Den

and morning worship at 11

need encouragement from

has plucked from the har

Church.”

nard-Robinson in January

a.m.

those who have already

vest - our very own Sharon

witnessed God's glory in

Saulsby, who will give her

their own lives. We need

trial sermon on Jan. 23 at 4

you to be there for them!

you

p.m. ( Psalm 86:11-13). As
this scripture says, let's

CARE!!!!,! Pastor John A.

unite to show Satan he can't

Evans, Sr. will render the

have our church nor ANY

are

with

Purpose

ological

exposition

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
Contact

school training and tutoring

Scoutmaster Ellis at (727)

services for youth ages 14-

welcome.

are

Sign up now for Under
standing People, Effective

864-3727.

The Florida West Coast

Leading and Biblical Be

you know have a drug or

Opportunity Center. The
program offers an opportu

Baptist Convention will

liefs. For information and

alcohol problem? It’s time

nity

at

enrollment, please call the

Missionary

to make a change, and we
can help. Call today to

grades, on-line practice for

church office, (727) 894-

starts at 9:30 a.m. with our

Baptist Church. For more

superintendent in charge.

details, please visit www.

4311, ext. 219.
The Reading Enhance

begin your FREE "Confi
dential Recovery" Fridays

Scripture says "....they per

fmbctheship.org or contact
(727) 906-8300 Mon.-Fri.,

ment and Math Improve
ment Programs are in need
of volunteers. Help make a
difference in the life of a
young person. For more
information please call the
church at (727) 894-4311
ext. 808.
Boy Scouts will meet
every Monday at 7 p.m. on

at 7 p.m. at the Kings Kid’s

the third floor. New scouts

vices, Inc. provides after

them

message

that

by

the

way-

side!!!!!
A second v rship is

held at 10:30 a.n.

ONE in it!!!!!

convene

ish for a lack of knowl
edge...
(Hosea
4:6).
Please, please, please come
and bring your children and
learn how God wants His
people who are truly His to
turn back to Him, serve and
wait for the appearing of
Jesus Christ!!!!! •

Friendship

this

year

9 a.m.-3 p.m. We are ask
ing that we all pray to come
together to let the world see
Jesus still lives within our
hearts, minds, bodies and
souls!!!!!
As always, give Jesus
some of your time, AFTER

18

Do you or someone

Academy Building, 950 20th St. S. If you, a fami
ly member or someone you
know is interested in learn
ing about or coping with
substance abuse, please
contact A.J. Murphy at
(727) 481-2609.
Mt. Zion Human Ser

through

to

the

diploma, earn your GED
and earn an opportunity to
be selected to win a free
computer. For further in
formation, please contact
George B. Smith at (727)
894-4311, ext. 302.
The Rev. Louis M.
Murphy, Sr. serves as pas
tor of Mt. Zion Progressive

its official staff and all of
its members extends to the

from my mother’s womb,

entire community its wish
es that God’s richest bless

and naked shall I return
there. The Lord gave, and

tion, Congress Number 2.
All churches in the

ings will be bestowed upon

the Lord has taken away."

Association will assemble

people involved and all

them. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doc

As a result, Abraham was

at St. Mark M.B. Church

willing to give back the son

trine that has as its central

God had given to him. As

for services held nightly
and on Saturday morning.

mission a belief that we are

believers, we must under

Sunday, January 30,

Church’s Gun Buybacks Herald King’s
Nonviolence Legacy

a haven of hope, help and

healing for a world hunger

stand that God will unfold .during the 11:45 a.m. ser
things to us even in the vice, Mission Emphasis

ing for the enlightened

midst of trouble. God’s

word of God.
Sermon review for

action will always inter

Day.
As part of our ongoing

vene in the face of what

ministry, we invite the pub

Jan. 9:
Continuation of the

troubles us the most. We

lic to join us in worship and

have to know and believe

fellowship

series: "Can God Be Trust

that God’s alternatives can

weekly worship services

ed in Trouble?” Scripture

change the situation just as

which include:

text: Genesis 22:1-18 and

it changed the situation of

Early morning worship

Genesis 12:1-3. Sara bore

Abraham placing his son

(first Sunday only), 7 a.m.;

Isaac, Abraham’s son, as

on the sacrificial alter with

Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.;

God promised. Abraham

a ram. When we trust and

Morning worship, 10:45

was 100 years old and Sar

are obedient, God grants

a.m.;

ah was 90. In Chapter 22,

his approval. Abraham did

Union, 5 p.m.

God reveals that Abraham

not withhold his son, and

Other weekly services

must take his only son

God blessed him.
Upcoming events for

include Children and Youth

days at 6 p.m.; Sunday

dient and does not ques

January 2005:
During the month of

tion. He realizes that die

January, the St. Mark M.B.

Tuesdays at 7 p.m.; Senior

beloved son he has is not

Church family will contin

Hour

because of whom he is but

ue in fellowship with the

Study, Thursdays at 9:30

because of whom God is.

following sister churches:

a.m. and Prayer Meeting

Isaac to be offered up as a
sacrifice. Abraham is obe

Everything we think we
own belongs to God, and

we must realize that He,
the almighty God, can

Thursday, Jan. 20 -

First Baptist Church of Sun

our

during

Baptist

48, of Birmingham said her

(AP) -Organizers of a gun

11-year-old would be in for

buyback campaign at a

a shock when he found out

Birmingham church to
honor the Rev. Martin

radio.
“That BB pistol looked

day said 67 weapons were

very real ... ," she said. “I

turned in Saturday.

just thought it would be

and Bible Study, Thursdays
at 7 p.m.

City, Ruskin, celebrating

its pastor’s 11th anniver-

GOD IS THE ONLY
ONE IN A POSITION
TO LOOK DOWN ON
SOMEONE

Abraham

Rev.

best if I got rid of it."

Woods, pastor of St. Joseph

Afterward, more than

Baptist Church, said people

125 children marched in

were paid as much as $50

the

for working guns.

church against racism and

streets

around

the

“None of us know what

violence. The young mar

gun will be used to hurt

chers updated the protest

somebody," said Woods.

song “Ain't Gonna Let

“This is a step of faith."

Nobody Turn Me'Round"

Ministry meetings, Mon

Bible

she traded his BB gun for a

Luther King Jr.'s 76th birth

Training

of Power

Missionary Baptist Church.

BIRMINGHAM, Ala.

The

School teachers’ meeting,

ALL HE GAVE HIS LIFE
FOR YOU!!!!!

your

the FCAT, ACT/SAT prep,
earn your high school

sary. The program begins
at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday - Friday,
Jan. 26-28 - The convening
of the South Florida Pro
gressive Baptist Associa

We wish to thank all

Youth

improve

show up at any moment
and demand all that we
have back. Even Job under
stood this fact when he
declared, “Naked I came

the Rev. Brian K. Brown,

on

The Evangelical Train
ing Classes have begun.

Show

Sunday School Service

Be blessed, and have a

St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church----------------------------------The St. Mark Mission
ary Baptist Church, under
the leadership of its pastor,

Friendship Missionary A Bible Study Blessing at New
Baptist Church--------- Philadelphia-----------------------------

The local chapter of the

to include lyrics about not

Southern Christian Leader

letting drug dealers turn

ship Conference organized
the gun event and a youth

them around.
Fourteen-year-old Reg

march in the Smithville

inald Smith, dressed for

for

business in a tie and slacks
like the civil rights move

area

as

warmups

Monday's holiday for the
slain civil rights leader.

Statewide, the holiday
was marked by discussions

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., waves to the crowd at the Lincoln Memorial before
his "I Have a Dream" speech in this Aug. 28,1963.

ment leaders did, said he
knows children made a dif

ference in Birmingham in

about King's legacy, church

At Woods' church, people

services and more parades.

brought in guns wrapped in

“I'm getting on in years

In south Alabama, Rubye

kitchen foil, in birthday gift

Gilchrist, 67,

said she

bags, in towels, in a plastic

and I didn't want any chil
dren to get their hands on

“King gave his life and
you need to give your gun,"

marched Saturday because

Rich's bag. A woman hand

them," said John Merritt,

types of activities," he said,

she remembered the turbu

ed a box with a loaded rifle

87, of Birmingham.

said Woods, to nudge one
hesitant woman who want

lent civil rights era as a stu

out the window of her

ed more than $25 for her

King as

dent in the 1960s.

Buick. She declined pay

In recent years, the
number of guns collected

weapon.

courage and freedom.

“The struggle was real,

ment. A man brought in a

for destruction at the SCLC

The event also traded

and I think we all benefited

.32-caliber handgun and a

event has been a fraction of

nonviolent toys

from it," Gilchrist said at

its all- time high of 501 in

Griffey Jr. action figures,

First

deteriorated World War IIera German Luger. He said

1994. But the Woods, pres

Hot Wheels cars, kites - for

Baptist Church of Prichard.

the guns were just gather-

ident of the Birmingham

toy guns. Dinah Johnson,

the

march

from

ing dust.

SCLC, said one gun could

the'60s, and they can again

make a difference.

today.
“We don't have enough

-

Ken

youth involved in these

adding that he looks up to
a

symbol of
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Church-State Debate In Voucher Lawsuit Now Before
High Court
that voters expanded just a

dreds of students but that

“We're a tolerant socie

year before Bush was elect

they have fueled the drive

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.

ty but our tolerance doesn't

ed to require that the public

for improving the public

(AP) - For retired teacher

mean we have to compel

education provided by the

school system.

everyone to support one

state be “efficient, safe,

particular view or sect,"

secure and high quality."

religious schools.

by Jackie Hallifax

Associated Press Writer

Ruth Holmes, vouchers are

about the future of the pub

To Neily, the key issue
is discrimination. He ar

Mc

gues it's as wrong to dis

The church-state de

Shane's name is part of the

criminate based on religion

bate is front and center in

legal briefs - she's one of

To single mother Bren

the Florida case. But it's not

several voucher parents

as it is on race.
“Imagine that you had

da McShane, it's about giv

the only constitutional is

represented by the Institute

a state constitutional provi

ing her daughter a private

sue: A second dispute in

of Justice. Her daughter,

sion in Florida that said no

education in a school that

volves the use of public

now a sixth-grader, has

public aid shall ever go

offers more programs and

money going to private

attended

Montessori

directly or indirectly to any

School in Pensacola for the

institution run by an Afri

last six years.

can American," he said.

.Like

Meyer said.

lic education system that

takes all children who walk

in the door.

schools,

more attention.

regardless

of

whether they're religious or

Their interests are at

McShane,

nonsectarian.

stake as the Florida Su

Holmes,

a

single

“There's no question

preme Court prepares to

Both issues are based

mother with two older chil

whatsoever that that would

take up a challenge of a

on provisions in the Florida

dren who graduated from

violate the nondiscrimina

1999 law that provides tax-

Constitution.

public schools and are now

tion principles of the feder

al constitution.

funded vouchers to stu

One provision - the

in college, said she thinks

dents enrolled in public

religious freedom section -

her youngest child is get

But Meyer said the

includes language not in

ting a better education and

case boils down to a ques

the U.S. Constitution. It

is safer in a private school.

tion of forcing people to

goes further than the First

“My daughter has really

support

Amendment by banning

experienced some things

might be opposed to.

schools that earn failing
grades two years out of

four.

The case has bounced

In Florida, Bush and other supporters of school
vouchers are focused on the potential consequences
to a myriad of scholarship and social service and
health care programs that are provided by religious
organizations.

“This is really going to be the showdown," said
Clark Neily, a Washington lawyer with the Institute
for Justice.

religions

they

between two trial judges

has national significance

integrity of public schools.

Although courts have

includes the “Free Exercise

the use of state money

academically that I know

“And the state is free to

and the 1st District Court of

even

U.S.

“I strongly believe -

ruled the program uncon-

Clause," which bans any

“directly or indirectly in aid

she wouldn't have had an

say we're not going to do

Appeal for nearly six years

Supreme Court has recent

strongly - that public edu

stitutional four times, the

law “prohibiting the free

of any church, sect or reli

opportunity to experience

it," he said.

- landing in court the day

ly issued two key rulings

cation is the best thing that

state has been permitted to

exercise" of religion.

gious denomination or in

in the public schools," she

after Gov. Jeb Bush signed

on voucher laws in other

ever happened to this coun

carry out the law during

And just a couple of

any of any sectarian institu

said.

the state's original voucher

states. A central issue is

try," said Holmes, a retired

appeal. Nearly 700 students

years after the ruling in the

program into law. Four of

separation of church and

elementary school teacher

attend

schools

Ohio case, the U.S. Su

That language dates

the five rulings issued so

state - a legal doctrine that

participating in the lawsuit.

under the law - and more

preme Court ruled the state

back more than a century

far have concluded the law

was the subject of the rul

Holmes, who worked in

than half are enrolled in a

of Washington was not vio

and in the minds of some -

is unconstitutional.

ings from the U.S. Supreme

public schools for three

religious school. The law

lating the "Free Exercise"

including Bush - its past is

Court.

decades, said that she fears

specifies they cannot be

clause by refusing to give a

stained because it was

In Florida, Bush and

vouchers undercut funding

forced to pray or profess a

scholarship to a college stu

passed at a time in history

other supporters of school

for public schools and will

religious belief.

dent who wanted to train

when anti-Catholic bigotry

arguments this spring. The

vouchers are focused on the

lead to a two-tier education

In June 2002, the U.S,

for the clergy.

was a force in society.

state's first brief was due

potential consequences to a

system with public schools

Supreme Court upheld a

Tuesday.

myriad of scholarship and

left with the students pri

“This is really going to

social service and health

vate schools reject.

be the showdown," said

care programs that are pro

Clark Neily, a Washington
lawyer with the Institute for

The end may be in

sight. The Supreme Court
is expected to schedule oral

though

the

private

bottom

Bush believes vouchers

tion.

line,

Others disagree that preju

voucher program in Cleve

according to Tallahassee

dice played a role in putting

land, ruling it did not vio

attorney Ron Meyer, who

the language in the consti

Opponents include the

late the First Amendment's

represents the voucher op

tution - or in keeping the

vided by religious organi

state's teachers union, the

ban on any law “respecting

ponents, is this: Just be

provision three decades

zations.

Florida PTA, the League of

an establishment of reli

cause vouchers to religious

ago when the constitution

gion."

schools are permitted under

was modernized.

The

Justice who is defending

“It's a big issue," Bush

Women Voters and the

the law on behalf of par

said. "'A ton of money,

National Association for

But the “Establishment

the “Establishment Clause"

The other state consti

ents, such as McShane,

state money, goes through

the Advancement of Col

Clause" is only one part of

doesn't mean that the feder

tutional provision at stake

faith-based organizations."

ored People in addition to

constitutional promise of

al constitution's “Free Ex

in the case is the mandate

Holmes, a Navarre Beach

religious

resident.
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When Life
Knocks You to
Your Knees,
You’re in the
Perfect
Position to
Pray!

CHURCH DIRECTORY
GOOD
SAMARITAN
BAPTIST
CHURCH,

Genesis Worship Center Church
1818 29th Avenue No., St. Petersburg 33713
(727) 898-5571 - Fax: (727) 898-5581 - gwcc @ email.com

Sunday School
Sunday Celebration Service
New Converts Class, Wed.
Home Cell Services, Thurs.

* l0:00am
• 11:30am
• 7:00pm
• 7:00pm

Ministry Opportunities: Dance, Drama, Choir, Praise &
Worship, Children, Youth, Men, Women, Step Team,
Cheerleading, etc.

Senior Leader, Pastor Linda L. Sesler
Real Love, Real People...
A Church That IVLakes A Difference!

1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 821-3265

www.mzprogressive.org
lames W. Paschal
Pastor

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Early Morning

-

8:00 am

Church School

-

9:45 am

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

7:00 pm

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church
—
"We're Busy as Bees But Sweet As Honey"
912 Third Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089
Church School ................... 9:00 A.M.
New Member Class............ 9:00 A.M.

Come expecting a miracle!

For more information, call 727-550-2521
Home Phone: (727) 866-0643
email: jpaschal@verizon.net

11:00 am

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”

Rev. Roosevelt Hardy

Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

-

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Mid-week Family Night Bible Study

. Fridays - 8:00pm
Sabbath Day (Saturdays)
Prayer -10:00am
Sabbath School - 10:30am •
Afternoon Worship - 2:00pm

Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.

(Adult and Youth)

Scheduled Services:

930 - 18th Street South • St.
Petersburg, FL 33712
(Near Tropicana Field)

F*S

____________

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Mid-Morning

Sunday School ..................................... .8:00 a.m.
Worship Service . ................................... 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting . .6:30-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study .......... 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Pillar and the Ground of Truth

955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 894-4311

Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Reverend Larry R. Williams, Sr.

*7(fact

<cz/l/[b.

Saint John frlnjitive Baptlst Church

Pastor

Morning Worship .

......... 10:30 A.M.

Prayer / Bible Study . Tuesday 7:00 RM.
Youth Bible Study . .Thursday 6:00 RM.

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Worship Services

8:00 am • 11:00 am

Sunday School

9:30 am

Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)

7:00 pm

Bible Study

>

HI

1

1 fe

7:30 pm

God s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor
3940 - 18th Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733
Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)

The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin...............................................................................................................................Associate Pastor

Finance Ministry....................................... ..... .............................................................................................................................................James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry....................................................................................................................................................... Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry............................................................. ...................................................................................................................................... Wyvonnia McGee

"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

VISIT YOUR
HOUSE OF
WORSHIP THIS
WEEK, WHERE
THE “SON”
ALWAYS
SHINES!
Stewart-Isom Memorial
Christian
Methodist
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street S.
St. Pete, FL 33712
(813). 327-0593

feqtecostal Tcipplc Cljurcl) of God ip Christ
2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor
Morning Glory/
Sunday School
Morning Worship
Community Bible Study
Prayer & Bible Study
Intercessory Prayer

Sunday

“A church worthing togetherfor the upbuilding of (Jod’s kingdom”

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church
Elder: Tony Smith

M
|\
U/
B
C.

U

900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990
Pastor (727) 895-2119

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Nite Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

Queen Street
Church Os God In Christ
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

........................................................................... 7:30 a.m.

Early Morning Worship

Oil
Sunday School

........................................................................................................... 9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship

.............................................................................................11:00 a.m.

Monday - Bible Study

J

................................................................................6:00 p.m.

Wednesday

Vintage Bible Study

...............................................11:00 a.m. -

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.
Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus"

12 noon

Prayer Service.................................................................................................................................. 6:00p.m.

Rev. Clarence Williams,
Pastor

Mid-Week Service ..................................................................................................7:00 p.m.

All Male Bible Study, Thursday.................................................................. 6:30p.m.

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

Lakeview Presbyterian Church
1310 22nd Avenue South - St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday Worship - 10:30am (Nursery Provided)
Sunday School (Adults and Children) - 9:30am
Sunday Choir - 9:30am
Gospel Choir - Mondays 6pm
Bible Study - Wednesdays 6pm
Home of Operation Attack

Rev. Todd and Ceska Sutton

"Doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with our God."

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North • St Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407
Sunday Srhnnl..... :......................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship.......................................... ..11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer...................... ...6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study................ ...7:30 p.m.

Friendship
Missionary Baptist

The church where what God’s word teaches
Z5 practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell, Pastor
3300 - 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300

Pastor John A. Evans
Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Tuesday
7 PM Youth Church Enrichment
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
7 PM Prayer and Bible Study

Ordained Missionary
Johnnie Mae Uioward
Cad: 727 895-5239

SL ‘Woman After
(jod’s
Ozan 9fe.art...

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL

Schedule of Services
Church School .................... 9:30 a.m
Morning Worship ., ....... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union ................ 5 p.m
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday........
9:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.

“One tueekjrom church makes one weak.”

Spiritually Connected
Cadfor Prayers &
‘Testimonies

2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL
Early Morning Worship...-.......... ................

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: mchurchl@tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

1

Rev. A. Anthony Robinson III

9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
5:45 a.m.

Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church

7:00 a.m.

Sunday School.......................................................................................................................................................9:30a.m.

Morning Worship......................................................................................................................................... 10:50a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................................................................................................................... 4:30p.m.

Communion.......................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church
"A New Beginning In Christ"

820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

Prayer Meeting & Bible Study

Wednesdays............................................................................................................................................. 7:30 p.m.

Rev. G. M. Curry

Dominion Worship Ministries
“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now ”
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Bible Class . .............. 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ............. .10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ................ 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship.................. .5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class............. 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class......... 7:00 p.m.

All Worship Services are held at:
4201 Sixth Street South • St. Petersburg, Florida
Moiling Address: P.O. Box 14542 • St, Petersburg. FL 33733-4542

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Phone: 727.895.7700

Sunday
8am, 10am Morning Worship

1st & 3rd Sunday
5pm Evening Celebration

Monday
Noonday Prayer
7 pm Hour of Power Prayer

Scheduled Services - Sunday
Church Education Assembly (Church School) - 8:45 a.m.

Prayer Time - 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday

Praise & Worship - 9:45 am.

Worship Service

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

10:00 a.m.

Communion - Every first Sunday Bible Study - Tuesday at ’ 6:30 p.m.

5:30-9:30pm

Rev. Frank W. Peterman, Jr.

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Pastor
Assistant Pastor

t&e Vid

“Inside the Family”

(727) 896-5228

Rev. Inella Paris

Gti

Noonday Prayer

Thursday

Atoutd — oil otden. cpnuaui iA Atotfatty Aeutd....

Worship & Performing Arts Ministry

Dominion Worship Ministries

Monday, Wednesday, Saturday

4016 - 12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-321-8574 - dwc.tripod.com

Sunday Services:
Church School......................... 9am
Praise & Worship Service....l0:30am

First Baptist Institutional Church

Tuesday Services:
Prayer Service..................... 6:30pm
Bible Study................. ........... 7pm

3144 Third Avenue south
ST. PETERSBURG, FL
Phone: 323-7S1 8
Rev. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor

SUNDAY SCHOOL “ 9:30 A.M.

Rev. Carlos Senior
Pastor

6am Prayer

Your Church Ad Could Be

Join us as we tift up the name ofJesus

Here Working for You!
Email Your Ad to:

PRAYER HELPS!

smfaith@tampabay.rr.com

lORNING WORSHIP - 11:00 A.M.

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.
Partners in Ministry
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WOMAN'S WORLD
New Home Gives New Life To
Program For Girls------------------------- -----Program helps predominantly African-American girls from working-class
families
by Kavita Kumar
group's annual $1.1 million
St. Louis Post-Dispatch
budget comes from the
NORTHWOODS, Mo. United Way. The rest
(AP) - It wasn't so long comes from donations.
that ago that Girls Inc. of
The
organization
St. Louis existed on the moved to its new building
whims of year-to-year earlier this year.
leases, never sure if its
"We are looking at
after-school and summer this to be a permanent
programs were going to home where we can hang a
have to pack up and move sign," said Barbara Wilk
the next year. It often relo inson, president of Girls
cated - at least five times Inc.'s board. For now there
in 23 years.
is a banner on a fence near
So after years of suf the building that is tucked
fering through broken boil in a residential street next
ers, having buildings sold to a church.
out from under it and
In addition to its new
squeezing into cramped location, Girls Inc. runs
classrooms, Girls Inc. some programs downtown
hopes to grow into its 20s at Christ Church Cathedral
by becoming as self-reliant and has a partnership to
as the organization strives run a small program out of
for girls to become.
All
Saints
Episcopal
It has finally found a Church, at North Kingsstable home in the former highway and Terry Ave
Ascension-St. Paul School nue.
in Northwoods.
The
organization's
Girls Inc. has signed a leaders hope the new space
three-year lease with an will give them the stability,
option to buy the building. standing and respect they
The group plans to launch need to expand programs
a capital campaign early and reach out to girls in
next year to raise $2 mil Jennings and Fergusonlion to buy the building Florissant school districts,
and make improvements as well as the students in
such as replacing the origi St. Louis and Normandy
nal windows and installing area they already serve.
central air conditioning.
Giving girls a chance
A Girls Inc. basketball
Girls Inc. is a nonprof
it group founded in 1981 to team plans to tip off next
provide after-school, sum month in its first-ever
mer and outreach programs game, now that it hap a
to girls ages 4 to 13. Older gymnasium where it can
teens learn life skills such practice any time. The bas
as how to interview for a ketball team exemplifies
job. Younger children take what Girls Inc. is about classes ranging from com giving girls a chance to
puters to the arts. The excel and try different ac
group has a full-time staff tivities, such as art, music,
of 10, plus part-time teach dancing, cooking, comput
ers and volunteers. It ers - things they might not
serves about 150 girls after get a chance to learn any
school and 450 each sum where else.
mer.
"If you live in the
Nearly half of the inner city and go to a

school that people say isn't
that great and you don't
have money like you see
on TV," you might not real
ize all that is possible, said
Victoria Nelson, executive
director of Girls Inc.
The girls she works
with are predominantly
African-American from
working-class families.
About a third have a fami
ly income of $15,000 or
less. Nearly two-thirds
come from single-parent
famihes; about half from
female-headed households.
Nelson makes sure the
girls who go through the
program pick up real-life
skills. She wants them to
know there is fine dining
out there beyond Red Lob
ster - the restaurant girls
often cite as being fancy.
She wants them to know
how to handle themselves
in job interviews. She
wants them to know how
to open a bank account and
how much a decent cat
costs.
Even in today's world
in which women have
made many strides in the
march toward equal rights,
there is a need for a girlsonly program, Nelson and
others say.
They are surrounded
by negative messages about what they can't do.
Girls Inc. shows them that
they can.
When asked what they
think of the program, a
.group of girls squirmed in
their seats and said they
liked playtime and all of
the activities. After reflect
ing a bit, Tia Rounsoville,
8, said she likes it "be
cause it's just girls and you
don't have to deal with
boys."
"That's good," a girl

YOU TAUGHT HER THE
IMPORTANCE OF DISCIPLINE
WE’LL TEACH HER HOW TO
USE IT.

hiding behind a pillar
chimed in.
Hopes for the future
As Nelson walked re
cently around the new
space - a 33,000-squarefoot school with 16 class
rooms (compared to eight
in their last digs) - she
talked about her dreams for
the building.
"For the next little
while, we can let our imag
inations fly," she said. "We
don't have to worry about
where we'll be next year, or
if it's going to rain."
She wants to use each
floor for a different pur
pose: life skills on the top
floor, visual arts on the
ground floor and perform
ing arts on the bottom
floor.
She wants a first-rate
dance studio with walllength mirrors. She wants
sinks for the science labo
ratory. She wants to re
place the old computers
lining one of the class
rooms and to get their own
network. She wants four
computers with high-speed
Internet access in each
classroom. A $10,000 grant
from SBC will help.
Nelson stopped by the
art room where girls were
drawing holiday and win
ter scenes. When they saw
her in the doorway, a gag
gle of girls rushed to her to
show their pictures.
She reflected and com
mented on each one.
"What's that?" she
asked one girl, a bit per
plexed.
"A snowman," the girl
replied.
"Oh, a snowman with
braids," Nelson said,
laughing gently.
At Girls Inc., a snow
man with braids fits right
in. And now there's plenty
of space on the walls to
show it off.

Longtime Union Reformer Addie
Wyatt Focuses On Inspiring Others
To Carry The Torch------------------------bv Melanie Coffee
Associated Press Writer
CHICAGO (AP)- The
walls of Addie Wyatt's
home reflect decades of
struggling for equality for
blacks, women and the
working class - a personal
note from the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr., a photo
with former first lady
Rosalyn Carter
from
Wyatt's tenure on a federal
commission for women.
"I've lived by the
motto that life can be better
and I've got to help make it
so," Wyatt says.
And that is what she's
tried to do - from organiz
ing historic marches in the
1950s and 60s, to helping
found Operation PUSH
and
the
National
Organization for Women,
to leading reforms in some
of the nation's largest
unions.
Now 80, Wyatt is leav
ing the marches to a
younger crowd. But even
though she uses a wheel
chair, she still talks to civic
groups, oversees a commu
nity center and attends
labor conferences teaching
new members about the
union's history and culture.
"I may be hoppin', but
I'm not stoppin'," says
Wyatt, who has a quiet, yet
firm nature that commands
respect.
"Even now when
Addie comes into a place
to speak ... people stand
up," said the Rev. Jesse
Jackson, who met her in
1964. "She's been a pillar
of strength for me and my
family. She's like an
authentic heroine _ it's a
legacy of a strong woman
of faith fighting for the
working people."
Wyatt got involved

"I've lived by the motto that life can be better and
I've got to help make it so," says Addie Wyatt.

with unions as a teenager
after she began working at
a Chicago meatpacking
plant. When a new
employee received a better
spot on the assembly line
than Wyatt, she filed a
grievance. And won.
"That inspired me,"
Wyatt recalls. "When I
went back on the line I felt
the power of something _ it
was the power of unity."
She later climbed
union ranks in one of the
nation's toughest labor
towns, ultimately retiring
as the international vice
president of the United
Food and Commercial
Workers Union.
Wyatt's union work
would spilled over into
other movements. She and
her husband, Claude, were
afnong those who first wel
comed King to Chicago in
1956 as he traveled the
nation drumming up sup
port for the Montgomery,
Ala., bus boycott.
"He made such a great
impression upon us and
something resonated in my
heart that he was a special
one," Wyatt said.
She recalled marching

■RMCKSON KRITT*
TAX SERVICE
Get A Money Now Loan

in Chicago with King and
hundreds of others a
decade later. An angry
crowd began throwing
stones, firecrackers and
bottles at them. A brick hit
Wyatt's calf, but she fin
ished the march with the
help of another demonstra
tor.
"The people were so
cruel, they cursed us," she
recalled, shaking her head.
"I can still hear it now."
Wyatt also helped
organize King's pivotal
march on Washington in
1963.
"When Dr. King made
that speech, it lit up our
very hearts and minds," she
said of King's "I Have a
Dream" speech. "The

—»

“We \
hold these
truths to be
self-evident
that all men
are created
equal.”

Blockbuster
Center

385 8th Straw South
(727) 888-1321
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world was inspired."
Her last memory of the
slain civil rights leader was
in Miami; King was going
home to Atlanta.
"He said Til see you
in just a few days' and he
left us _ we never saw him
again," Wyatt said. "I still
grieve for him."
After King's death,
Wyatt was determined to
keep fighting for equality
and inspire others to do the
same.
Pushing for women's
rights as well, Wyatt was
appointed by former first
lady Eleanor Roosevelt in
1961 to serve on President
John
F.
Kennedy's
Commission on the Status
of Women.
President
Jimmy Carter also appoint
ed her to the International
Women's Commission in
1977.
For years she main
tained a national profile,
including being voted as
one of Time magazine's
women of the year in 1975.
Through it all, Wyatt
stayed grounded in her
faith and ready to get to
work.
"I'm called to do
things more than I'm really
able at this time, but I do
everything that I can," she
said.

Gulfport
Square
5006 Gulfport Boulevard
(727)321-1081

"WE COME TO YOU"
Home Phone:.726-0877 • Mobile Phone: 710-2744
Owner - Falencia Robinson

NEW February 2005 Wel«Mart Superstore. 3501 34th Street S.

Every day,
someone with a
mental health problem:

- The Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King,
Jr.

• pops The question

• Earns a promotion
Is it tims for someone you know to move on? The
Army offers several unique and rewarding career

Learn how to qualify for

paths to graduates and students. Soldiers are trained

Skill Training &

in the skills needed to get the job done and receive
full health and financial benefits. To find out how your

support can help point someone in the right direction,

"She's a verysuccessful
black woman."

• Makes the grade
_________________________

MONEY for
COLLEGE!

Mental health problems affect almost
every family in America. Yet most people
who have mental health problems
recover from them. So chances are,
someone who has - or has recovered from
- a mental health problem makes a
positive impact on our lives.

Visit goarmy.com/ahout/for_parents.

Where: 910 58th Street N„ Ste. 19B in St Petersburg

When: MON - FRI 9 am - 6 pm (or call for an appointment)
Who: Call 727-343-5430 to learn more

Together we can stamp
out prejudice. Xt only takes
one voice to xaake a
\ difference. Find yours at
'
www. freedomcenter.org
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’health
it s part of all our lives
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
FAMILY STRESS
Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat
ment services are provided at no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the public.

For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency
Project
727-893-5438

LEWIS ELECTRIC
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

MEET
YOUR
MATCH

“When You Need Quality
Craftsmanship ”

All Phases Of Residential
& Commercial Work

1-900-226-5883
Ext. 3157

(727) 433-1349
Bonded' & Insured.
Lic.M ER130123I2

$2.99 per min.
Must be 18 yrs.
Serv-U (619)648-8434

BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency
Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
Specializing In
Affordable
Life*Health«Dental«Vision
DisabilityCommercial
Liability & Bonds Also

The Hospice
OF THE FLORIDA SUNCOAST

Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977
A Unique Profession!!

Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications
RNs, LPNs

(FL License Required)
AHHAJCNAs

ISWP/Fax:j; 727-328-9878
727-328-9545 vZA

HAVE A
GREAT
DAY!

(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

PICK OF THE
WEEK!
7-1Q-25

SnfeSn

LOTTO

PLEASE EMAIL ALL ADS TO:
smfaith@tampabay.rr.com

33-45-47

THERE
IS
ONLY
ONE
RACE
IN THIS
WORLD
- THE

HUMAN
RACE

CASH 3
658 942 300
245
304 746 917

3-4 7-5
6-2 4-8

1-8
2-7

There Is A
Reason To Read The
Weekly Challenger

HOUSES FOR RENT TO SECTION 8
CLIENTS.
928 - 18th Ave. South and 947 Melrose
Ave. South
BRAND NEW HOUSES!
LARGE 4 bedroom 2 bath, very large,
1738 square feet, 1 car garage.
Immediately available! $1050.00 per
month, $400.00 deposit.
Call Tammy (813) 309-2239

DIAL 2-1-1
2-1-1 is Pinellas County's only 24-hour
program that provides information &
referrals on local health/human services, volunteer opportunities, dona
tion referrals, and crisis
intervention/problem-solving counsel
ing for individuals. Cell phone users
must dial (727) 562-1542.

GOD

BLESS
AMERI
CA!

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT IN COMPLIANCE WITH REQUIREMENTS OF
CHAPTER 287.055, LAWS OF FLORIDA, CONSULTANTS COMPETITIVE
NEGOTIATION ACT, AS AMENDED AND THE CITY OF TAMPA'S WOMEN
/ MINORITY BUSINESS ENTERPRISE PROGRAM
RFQ - SSES - The City of Tampa Wastewater Department desires to obtain
Professional Consultant Engineering Services to perform a Sewer System
Evaluation Study (SSES) of the West River and Bayshore Intercepting Systems and
tributary pipelines? The study will analyze historical data and gather new data
using various flow monitoring and sewer system evaluation methods. The infor
mation will be used to identify system deficiencies and evaluate alternative
improvements to address those deficiencies. The results of this analysis will be
used to develop system improvement plans. Planning documents and other related
information are available for inspection Monday through Friday, 7:30a.m to
4:00p.m., and may be inspected (and copied using ones own camera or copier) in
the library located on the 6th Floor, North Wing of Tampa Municipal Office
Building. Access to the library must be scheduled through Irene Marosi at 2748084. The Consultant must have in-depth knowledge and proven nationwide expe
rience. in performing similar studies.
In accordance with the Consultants’
Competitive Negotiations Act the selected consultant may be retained, at the City’s
option, to perform additional engineering services related to system improvements
in the West River and Bayshore Intercepting System areas. Consultants desiring to
provide these professional services to the City shall furnish three(3) copies each of
a letter of interest, complete resume of qualifications including GSA Form 330 or
254 & 255, and material that allows evaluation for further consideration (short-list
ing) based upon the following criteria items: Experience, Approach and
Methodology with Projects of similar Scope and Complexity (25%); Successful
Public Wastewater Project Experience (20%); Project Approach for this SSES
(15%); Past Performance/Low Amount of City Work (15%); Workload and
Availability (10%); Office Location (5%); Standard GSA Forms (5%); Planned
W/MBE Participation (5%). Unless otherwise indicated, no further information is
available before the deadline for submission of letters of interest. Questions may
be directed to Jim Greiner, P.E., City of Tampa DPW, 306 E. Jackson Street 4N,
Tampa, Florida 33602; Telephone (813) 274-8598, fax (813) 274-8080, or e-mail
Jim.Greiner@tampagov.net. Submissions pursuant to these RFQ’s must be deliv
ered to Steve Daignault, P. E., Chairman, Consultants’ Competitive Negotiation
Committee, City of Tampa - c/o DPW - 4th Floor North, 306 E. Jackson Street,
Tampa, Florida 33602, NO LATER THAN 2 P.M., Thursday, February 17th ,
2005.

AD DEADLINE IS
4 P.M. MONDAY
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YOOR AD COULD BE
HERE WORKING FOR
YOU!

Your
ARIES (Mar. 21-April 20) Drastic financial losses may be like
ly if you lend money. You can make new connections if you play
your cards right. Romance will develop through work; This is a
great day for a trip.
TAURUS (Apr. 21-May 27) You can beautify your surroundings
by renovating or redecorating. Don't let individuals with wild
schemes talk you into a financial deal that is not likely to be suc
cessful. Overindulgence could cause problems for you with your
loved ones. If you try to manipulate emotional situations you will

find yourself alienated.
GEMINI (May 22-June 21) Your partner may blame you for
everything. Exercise your talents and present your ideas to
groups you think you can contribute to. Opportunities to go out
wjih clients or colleagues will be in your best interest. You will

be accident prone if you aren't careful this week.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) Be aware that minor accidents or
injury may prevail if you are preoccupied. Be honest in your
communication and don't lose your cool. Things may not be as
they sound. Consider the source before you believe what you
hear.

LEO (July 23-Aug 22) Put your energy into home renovations.
You will easily blow situations out of proportion. Make plans
that will take you to exotic destinations. Visit friends you don't

HOTLINE
NUMBERS

2500 M. L. King St, S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Ph: (727) 822-8996 o Fax: (727) 823-2568

Subscription Cost:

The Runaway Hotline:
800-RUNAWAY (786-2929)
Family Resources
Counseling:

(727) 384-8336

$15.00 - 6 Months

$30 - Yearly

(or)

Name:
Address:

Citv/State/Zin:

get to see that often.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 23) You are best to stick to yourself this
week: You can surprise members of your family, which in turn
will bring you a pat on the back. Don't let the cat out of the bag.

or (727) 449-8336

Friends or groups that you're affiliated with may want you to

Phone #:

New Subscription:___

contribute more cash than you can really afford.

(or)

Renewal:___

LIBRA (Sept. 24-Oct. 23) Have some fun, but draw the line if
someone tries to fast talk their way into your heart. Money prob
lems will get worse if your partner hasn't been playing by the

rules. You are better off visiting friends or relatives than enter
taining at home. You are exceptional at presenting your ideas..

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) Unstable relationships are likely.
Don't believe everything you hear. This will be a great night to
invite a friend over to visit. Try to get out and socialize.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) Put your energy into behind
the scenes activities. Join a club to work off that excess energy;
but consider ways of doing that without spending the money. You

should get into some of those creative hobbies that you always
said you wanted to do. Your self esteem will come back if you
take part in organizational functions that allow you to be in the
limelight.

CAPRICORN (Dec 22.-Jan. 20) Financial limitations are like
ly if you take risks. Try hot to skirt issues if you think you'll hurt
someone's feelings. Entertainment could be pleasing if it is of an

energetic nature. You need time to rejuvenate,

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) You will be full of energy and
you need to find something constructive to do. Love relation
ships will flourish. Do something that will be stimulating and

creative. You won't be able to keep a secret.
PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) You can open up to your mate and
let them know what you expect out of this relationship. Your
lover may be annoyed if you have been flirtatious or not attentive
to their needs. Children may pose a problem if they don't like
suggestions. Get involved in jobs that require creative input. You

can win points with both peers and superiors.

Date Paid:

Cash

Check #

Are you in college?
Retired?
Semi-retired?
Looking for Part-time Work?
If you can answer YES to any of the foregoing questions
This opportunity is for YOU!
If you like talking to people, like sales,
and looking for a great way to supplement your income...
You Could Be A Successful Newspaper Salesperson for

Amount Paid: $_________
Comments:

Stye Weekly (fltyallnujer
Give Us a Call - You’ll Be Glad You Did

(727) - 822-8996

CALL TODAY
"There’s a Reason to Sell The Weekly Challenger"

Make Checks Payable to: The Weekly Challenger
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BATTLE OF THE BANDS

The Drum Major For Justice Festival Of The Bands: An Upbeat Tribute To The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
by Rick Gee
Challenger correspondent
Last Sunday, there was
excitement in the air,
rhythm in the feet, and
camaraderie in the stands.
This was the scene at St.
Petersburg’s
Tropicana
Field, the venue hosting the
SCLC & MLK Holiday &
Legacy Associations’ 20th
Anniversary Martin Luther
King Jr. - Drum Major For
Justice Festival of Bands.
It was a great crowd esti
mated at about 20,000
strong made up of young
sters totaling approximate
ly 90 percent.
Rat-a-tat-tat, a-rat-a-

tat-tat went the snare
drums, BOOM went the
bass drum, and wah-wahwah went the brass. Such
were the beautiful sights
and sounds coming from
the instruments of proud
band members as they mer
rily strutted. Drum majors
were trying to out high-step
one another.
Beautiful
African
American young ladies
twirled their batons, held
high their flags, and per
formed complicated syn
chronized dance steps ala
''Beyonce" on the open
playing field. On this eve
ning, even the internation

ally famous Rockettes
would have been left in the
dust.
Yes, on this very spe
cial night, the most famous
Drum Master of them all,
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., would have been
proud. In a very unique
way, this is how the mes
sage of Dr. King was pre
sented to the young and old
in the audience. Our con
gratulations, a pat-on-theback and a sincere thank
you is extended to Sevell
Brown, the organizer of the
event and the president of
the Southern Christian Lea
dership Conference’s Flori

da Chapter. He and com
mitted members of the
SCLC & MLK Holiday &
Legacy Association have
worked diligently and hard
over the years to bring to
the City of St. Petersburg
an event that should be on
every citizens annual
"Must Do" list.
Myles Gordon who
was sitting with a group of
friends said "I’m from
Lakeland, and was told
about this event by my
friend sitting over there.
The next thing I knew, the
four of us were on our way
to St. Petersburg. I’m sure
glad we came." I watched

as Myles and his friends
cheered on the Thurgood
Marshall Middle School
from New Orleans, La.
There was lots of
friendly rivalry going on
within the crowd amidst
their laughter and cheering.
Someone in the crowd
shouted out "Hey y’all, just
wait until FAMU’s band
starts playing. All y’all
will shut up then, they’re
the bomb." He then broke
out in loud laughter, and
the folks around him all
joined in.
For the audience’s en
tertainment, there was a
host of marching bands

representing
various
schools from major cities
such as New Orleans,
Baton Rouge, Birmingham,
Atlanta and Tallahassee.
Included in this years Drum
Major For Justice Festival
of Bands was the famous
and fabulous high stepping
"FAMU Rattlers Band"
from
Florida
A&M
University. Consisting of
more than 100 band mem
bers, they alone put on a
great show. As soon as
they appeared, the audience
in the stands went absolute
ly wild. In the area, where
I was seated several young
boys and girls attempted to

mimic the marching and
dance steps being per
formed by the band.
However, it was short-lived
when folks around them
began to jokingly give
them the "Bronx Cheer."
Sunday’s celebration
and brilliant presentation
was a huge success. A suc
cess not only for African
Americans wanting to
show their appreciation for
the accomplishments of Dr.
King, but also a success for
the entire City of St. Peters
burg community. We who
five here, in this wonderful
and beautiful city should
walk with our heads up

high, and continue to work
for complete solidarity
among its residents.
Sunday night’s pro
gram was a grand and most
successful tribute to Dr.
King but, also it was a trib
ute to a community work
ing together with a sense of
pride and the knowledge
that we are all "God’s chil
dren." Peace and good
health be with you until we
meet again at next year’s
Drum Major For Justice
Festival Of Bands.
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FIVE GRAINS WITH
A SECRET INGREDIENT;
BAKED FRESH DAILY.
For a perfect balance of taste and texture,
Publix Bakery Italian Five Grain Bread is filled

and topped with bursting-with-flavor whole
grains. And to ensure great taste, every loaf

is made from scratch using an exclusive Publix

Bakery recipe and baked fresh throughout the

day. Publix Bakery Italian Five Grain Bread.
Whole-grain goodness, slice after slice.

Publix.

